Newnams Nightcrowe. 


A Bird thatb:eedeth bꝛaules in ma⸗ 
ny Families and Houſholdes. 
Wherein is remembred that kindely and 
prouident regard which Fathers ought 
to haue towards their Sonnes. 


Together with a diſciphzing of the intarious 2 
ſome younger ſoꝛte of ſfrpdames. , 


Vnicwrque ſetundum opera chu. Cor, 2. 


Vu reijcis flocem qui dulcem prebet odote m. 
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| The Bookes purpoſe. 
For widdowes and elder brothers, 


For children that haue loſt their mothers. 


Or be iniured by ſtepdames might. 
And Sonnes that loſt their bine right. 
Wich others nerdyng reſtitution. 

Theſe finde in me ſome meete fruition. 
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flies learned Seriants at the 
Lawe, 


T what time King Darius in- 
uaded Scithia, the people of 
the ſame did retire and gyue 
back ſo much from the force 
and firſt brunt of the inuador 
that ina maner they ſeemed 
to giue ouer and relinquiſhe 
the defẽce of that part, which 
was of beſt fertility, and were nowe entring into 
theirdeſert of their land. Darius ſent to knowe 
what they meant and how farre they purpoſed to 
flie, they aunſwered wee haue no Citties to fight 
for, but as ſooue as Darius ſhall beginne to medle 

with the Townes , and Monumentes of our fa- 
thers and aunceſters, lice ſhall knowe whether 
the Cittizens can fight. It is nowe more then 
twenty yeeres ſpace, ſince it hath been my fortune 
to beare the aſſaultes, dammage, iniury, diſcom- 
fortes, and vnlłindneſſe of a ſtepdame, by her o- 

uermuch pteuailing,. which oftentimes is found 
to bee as puiſſant in 2 as the ſtrong ar- 
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my of Datius. All this I thought to haue put vp 
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and giuen place vmo byſilent patience, as a croſſe 
ordained for mee, vntill at lengeh ſhee proceeded 
fo farre in malignity, as I chowught it intollerable: 
and that was by an vtter ſupplauting and diſheri- 
ting of mee in ſome meane or competent porti- 
on, her driftes thus extending to the ſpo. ling mee 
of my birth · right, which to eucrie man is the beſt 
Monument of his parent, Tcould not but be mo- 
ued with that pricke or inſtinct of Nature, which 
ſheweth it lelfe in the leaſte creatures, of which it 
is ſaide: H abet muſca 7 enem & formice ſua bilis in- 
eft. Ihe Fliewill refit and the Aut will turne a- 
gaine . Nowe ſor that ſome purpoſe or ende of 
knowledge and inſight is to dra e good out of e- 
uill, and to make medic ines of difcaſes,I thought 
it good with ſome labour beſtowed to conuert the 
hatme of my one calamitie, to the inſtruction of 
fome and benefit of others, in no ſmall number. 
And becauſe the ſubiet of the whole matter, ſee- 
meth to ſhroud it ſelſe moſt vnder the nature, pro- 
pertie, and maners of a ſtepdam, which perſu adeth 
as much by night as by day, ſhce is vulgatly called 
the Nightcrow, belt worthy to be my childs God- 
mother and to haue the preh-minency of the 
name. And although all ſorts of fowle Corarnti ge- 
neris) of crowes kinde, were forbidden to the chil- 
dren of Iſtael, which argueth ſome ill property, vn- , 
wholeſome, or vnſauorie taſte of the fleſh of that $ 
kind, yet I hope there is nothing in this iutellectu- 
all or ſpirituall bird, that may offende or diſlike the 
taſte of any good Chriſtian or true Iſraelite. The 
Diuines 
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Diuines howſocuer it commeth to pafſe make the 
Crowe a figure of procraſtination, and deterring; 
to doe good . It may be of his ctie ax voice, and 
the continual iterating of this worde, era cra, _ 
to it one letter, it is cras, ſo is there nothing in her 
mouth (it ſhe could ſpeak Engliſh)but romorrow, 
to motrrow . Therefore it pleaſethſome of them 
(when they woulde counſetvs10 beware ofdeter= 
ring repetance, or the performing of good deeds) 
to bid vs beware wyth the Iſraelites to eate Crows 
fleth : as 22 Crowes by property or nature be 
hinderers in al goodnefle,and noturtherers , They 
that by the like hap are brought into che adueric 
condition of difheriſon, be not many, nor yetve- 
ry few, the moſt being of lome honeſt valure, how- 
ſoeuer affection hath wrought to the verefying of 
that ſaying, Prou. 13. Some men are rich, though 
they haue nothing, & ſome men are poore, hauing 
great riches . This not ichſtanding no man is na- 
turally willing to giue place vnto wrong. Appetere 
proprium bonum 1 omnibus nit urale. To deſite our 
owne good is naturall to all men, ſaieth Ariſtotle. 
And therefore that wiſe Prince and louing Cap- 
taine of the Lacedemonians : Ageſilaus ſeeing a 
childe taking a mouſe by the taile, and pretilic to 
ull him out of his hole, the mouſe turaing againe, 
2 the childe by the ſingets, & ſo eſcaped. Which 
ſmall nd childiſh matter, he applied to waightie 
and ſadde purpoſe: bidding indeeile the beſt of his 
Capraines to take an example hereof, ſaying: If ſo 
little a beaſt will reſiſt iniurte, what ſhould men of 
A 3 valure 
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The Epiſtle Dedicatorie: 
valure do if they be prouoked . God of his infinit 
ö goodneſle giue — all wrong doers, & ſuch 
as haue etred in this behalfe, through ill counſel, or 
other illuſion, to remoue from themſelues, & their 
way to eternitie, that blocke of iniurious miſdoing, 
and in the meane time to ſende likewiſe the grace 
and gift of Chriſtian patience to the iniured of chis 
farce till temedie be vouchſafed. 

Thus not with the leaſt of your well willers nor 
with the laſt of your vndeſeruing accomptance, l 
with you long life with the accompliſhment of 
true happinet, preſuming to dedicate to your ac- 
ceptation and patronage, the homely fruites of 
this my ruſticke labor, 


Your Worſhips dutifully, c dignutatis 
tu cum ſalute ſtudioſus. 
Iohn Newnham. 
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To the Reader. 


Lthough (friendly Reader)] haue read that 
the Emperour Tiberius, ſo little coade- 
ſcended to any ole of motion of i- 
ranny in hitaſelſe that hee would openly 
ſay : In free Citie tompues ſhould be free, 
yet in the bodie of this ſimple treatiſe , 
wherein I ſeeme in part to haue ſome con- 
flict with them that be nymble and $skl- 
full at the weapon of tongues , I truſt I haue not ouer-laſhed 
my ſelfe to the miſoſing or offence of my one tongue, wel! 
I wot that folke ſhall give an account for dle wordes , but 
thoſe bee not idle that are meant to admoniſh, echort, re- 
prooue , commende , or miſprayſe, ſo long as they bee ſpoken 
truely and ſoundly . If any wordes of this kinde be more than 
the infirmitic of any woman or man would willingly heare of, 
let him wit , that which they diflike or finde not belonging to 
themſclues it pertayr.eth to ſome others as an admonition of 
the fault. I wot well that beſides Nightcrowes,there be Nd 
(5 YVeſpertiiiones," 

There be alſo Mem: which be mim, in Engliſh : I meane bu- 
fie controullers , and but ſmall dooets themſelues : as light 
and trueth is delectable to all other birdes and creatures ot 
ſound eye-beht, ſo vnto theſe, playne truth without ſtarching 
and ſetting foorth in order is eyther ſo offenſiue or ſeemeth ſo 
boyſterousin their tender eyes, ard they can as ill away with 
it as that mother in lawe which deſe tueth to bee called a Step- 
dame, can abide to take delight in her husbands firſt chirdren. 
Neither commeth this woorde Stepdame of the ſpeakers ill 
if or termiog , but in deede is dravwne from the parties 
in doing: — thaps the Grammarians will ſay, Ne- 
verca is a compound worde, quaſi nows furce, in engliſh , 2 
newe frame of three peeces prepared and ſet vp for ſome pur- 

. By that word God fot bid I ſhould meane all mothers in 
wes of whome I dare yowe and affirme there bee a great 
number ſo kindly to their husbandes children, that they may 
A 4. well . 
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well be cilled mmthery. The abuſe of a ſewe ſometime makerh 
all of that ſute ot ſort, to be blame , propre panees i ſe- 
rere (ayth Terence fot a fee Stepdames fake 
ve ate all called $ Lo be ſhort, | would conſtant- 
ly beſeech all mother in lawes in generall, to haue this opini- 
on of my ing that haue aduentutad to meddle in this kind 
of muter, chicfely in fauour of the ouerborne, mothetleſſe and 
of the poore innocents, whole Angels be before the throne of 
— — — . out anothers 
eyes, ſo l my Nightcrowe pricually or tempo- 
— —_— chem that rightly deſerue 
Dame. 


Vale. 


—— 


The Table. 


Hat the vertue, thriuing and proſperitie of 
children are for the moſt part wrought by 
the fathers good examples and initruttions. 
Chap. J. 
That the vice and other infelicitie of child en, 
moſtly proceedeth of the fathers ill examples. 
C hap. IL 
That fathers ought not to prouoke their childrẽ 
to wrath or diſobedience. Chap. III. 
That fathers ought to deale kindly and faithful- 
Hand not preiudicially or fraudulently towards 
their children. Chap. IIII. 
That fathers or parents ought not to diſpoſe their 


Loods or landes after priuate fancie. (hap. J. 


The ſecond part. 


F the vngentle dealing of ſome Stepmothers 
towardes their husbands children. Chap. vj. 
That ſtepmothers ought not to be priuate or falſe 


accuſers of their husbandes children more than 


of others, Chap. vij. 
That 


The Table. 


That Stepmothers ought not to ſupplant or pro- 
cure diſheriting of their husbandes eldeſt ſonner. 
Chap. vu. 

That diſheriting of the elleſt ſonne without pe- 
ry great lawfullcauſe is an act verie wrongfull 
and vngodly ( hap. ix. 

T hat procurers and counſailors of diſheriſon 
and all wrong doing ought to make or procure 
reſtitution, Chap. x. 


EN _ SES 
The firſt part of this — urna- 
med the Nighe-crowe) perſwadeth in cer. 


taine kindely points pertaining to a natural father, 
the regard whereof may worke a meete pre» 
{cruative or prevention againſt o 
womans inchanting or 
peruerting, 


CHAD, I. 


That the vertue, thriving, and proſperitie of chil- 
dren are for the mot parte wrought by the fa- 
thers good examples and inſtructions. 


Olon, that was reputed ſo wiſe and pꝛo⸗ 
tudent a lawe · maker fo; the Athentans, 
being aſked howe a State oꝛ Common ⸗ 
wealth night beſt be kept vpzight , and 
longeſt endure:mary (ſarth he / if ſabiects 
obey their Pagtſtrates , and the Bagi- 
ſtrates obcy the lawes : as if bee woulde 
ſay, It is not enough if the ſubiects obey, t the Magiſtrates 
negled the obſerumg of laws themſelues, but theſe muſt o⸗ 
bey firſt, that the others may learne obedience , otherwiſe 
they are like to reape ſuch fruits as they ſowe by examples. 
As ſubiecs and inferio2s are contained within bounts of 02 - 
der ard duety by lawes, ſo pꝛinces, paſtoꝛs, parents, and all 
ſuperiours are ſubie ced to other lawes , foz the moſt parte 
haue a ſuperioꝛ Judge, whereby is perfozmed the earthlic 
Hierarchie ſo well pleaſing vnto God, and ſo much deſired 
of god men, whiles they commaund bp their owne lawes, 
they ſtand obliged by no leſſe ductte of obedience tothe law 


of God, and oſ nature. And m—_ — who are ſa 
derplie 
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derpelie bound to lone ard tender thetr chen, that ute 
beaſts and birds may repzoue : controll many, The thing 
that is moſt requiſite to be formd in them, is naturall lone 
augmented and cofirmed by the ſame which Chzilt ſo care 
fully commended to his childzen, to wit, charitie, Charitie 
makes one heart of many: it is the wap of man vnto God, 
and the way of god to man: but de that expꝛeſſeth himſelfe 
in his actions to fatle, in the duety of naturall lone , is not 
woꝛthy tobe counted an obſcrucr of the bond of Chari 


nie. 

This Charitie oz wonderfull ne we lone, Chꝛiſt not one- 
ly left vato his childzen by foꝛme of an expꝛeſſe commande 
ment, but alſo taught and confirmed the ſame by the exam- 
ple of hunſelfe, in the vnſpecakable nwſteric of Sacramcuts: 
folke are taught better by example of doing then by woꝛds, 
and ſuch examples are alwapes ts be d2awne from the ſu- 
periour to the uueriour. They whom nature 02 o2ber hui 
pzeferred in degree befo2e others, w!:ll alwaves bee loked 
vppon fo2 thetr examples, which therefozc had na de to bee 
god. Fo2 that which is done bpcrample , the infcriours 
will thntke they may lawfullte doe the lie. Cod exam- 
ples doe edifie and vpholde, ill cramples do deſtr ov and con 
found. Humanitie is taught by the lawe of Nature . If pa⸗ 
rents by their erample ſhould teach the eontrarie, what do 
they ciſe but tndenour to tranſfourme men into beaſts : be 
girunng firſt to perfourme it in their owne chudaen. Theſe 
will lay they) ber Chaiſtians , and of the farthiull , and 
pet Daint James ſascth, Fides fine opertbus morina eff: 
Fatth withont werkes i dead. They mut ſhewe vs bet- 
ter cxamples to come from them towardrs their chudꝛen, 
then colde friendCluippernerting of oꝛder, andſowing ſerdes 
al diſſention in their owne houſe. Cad woꝛkes generallie 
tende towardes the clothing of the ſoutrs naked nelle, but 
god wozkes in perfouning the will of GED in cur owne 
houſe , may p2zoue a peſeruattue againſt the plague c2 
povſon of impatient mundes, oꝛ moꝛe rathcr remedy againſt 
tte ruine of Soules, deſcended in our owne ofip2ing. 

Pictie 
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Pictte 02 godtuirs, which is a bertue armrercd dito Juſtice, 
beſides the ſourth expꝛeſſed Tommandement , competleth 
childꝛen to louc and honour their Parentes, their kund2ed, 
and their countrep, but pet Parents muſt not thinke them- 
felurs vntouched, oꝛ vnbound by this commanndement ,ſer - 
ing by a ſccondarie meanes the (ame willeth and inuiteth 
Parentes to honour, and eſpetialue to regarde they; chal 
deen. Which honcuring 02 ſpeciall regarding, is to ber 
perfuurmed of eche partie in heart, woꝛde, and derde. As 
loꝛ the loue of people at large, it is to bee accounted as mu⸗ 
table as the faire weather ,. 02 as permanent as the calmcs 
of the Sea. But the naturall and the kindelietone of Pa- 
rentes tq\uardes their childzen, is, oꝛ ought ta bee, as con- 
ſtant andreadie, as we woulde wiſh to finde the lone ard 
fauourof GD D towardes vs. Nepther can they fa- 
lowe a better exampie giucr then Ch:ilt bhynſelfe , who 
hath taught them ta conunende and bequeath laue vnto 
they2 Chilazen , fo2 if there had bene anie thing moze ex⸗ 
gedient, he woulde haue conunended it vnto his Apo- 
Hes and Diſciples befaze this. Neuer were moze nerde⸗ 
full the Parentes eramples of laue and weil doing, then 
nowe , ſeeing chi den finde them ſcarce to be had at the 
bandes of others. Ponds meum amor mens, ſaieth Samt 
Auguſtine , Py waight is my lone , And vnto them that 

lacke wught herem , ſhall that bee ſayde, Diſcedrite ame 

operariy moquitatli, Goe from me ve wozkers of unquitie 

Luke the thirteenth . It is no fuſpened 02 vnſawnd cown- 
ſell ſet downe in Decretals by theſe wozdes, «Arte own: 

#pu oft vt patres non ſolum n:brl peccando, verumet ian ho- 
neſte ſingula perygends mani ſeſtum res e filtys exhibeant ex- 
emplur, vt in ce rum Vitam fe ve m ſpetrulum intucantury , 
Beſoꝛe all thinges it is nxTchull , that fathers ſhould ſhew 
themſclurs unto thepꝛ childꝛen as a mamſeſt patterne oꝛ er 
ample, not onely be not ſimung, but alſo by doing al things 
boneſtite, that they may loke into their lines , and peruſe 
them{lnes as in a glaſſe. 


53 Ariſtotle 
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Ariſtotle being aſked in what ſozt we ought to ſhew onr 
ſelucs to our frendes , marie ſaith he, in that ſozte as wee 
woulde wiſhe that ther ſhoulde ſhew themſelues to vs. 41 
this point pertaineth to frendſhip, much rather to paren⸗ 
tage, who finde it a harder matter to cnfourme their chil- 
dꝛen well, then it is to beget them. Fo2 acco2ding as they 
are trayned vp by their parentes wo2des and examples, 
ſuch wil they pꝛoue to be, aſter the pꝛouerbial verie.. Arbor 
nat ram dat fruttibus atque ſig ram. Fruites are woont 
to take their ſhape and nature ol the tree. 

Atl thmgs are dertued from the woꝛthier parts whether 
they be god oz enill, andthe vertue of an honeft man oz 
god Father, islike to the ſauour of muſke which unpart⸗ 
teth his godnes to others that buy not of it. Of this minde 
appeared to bee that vertuous P2ince Lewes of France, 
called the god King, who leaſt bis cideſt Donne Charlcs 
the Dolphin ſhoulde bee vromindefull of thoſe thinge which 
be tanght him by gad example in his life tune, at the time 
of his death lefte theſe pzeceptes in w2tting to bee deliuered 
unto him, of tikelphod as a Coicill oꝛ parte of his will, 
which Chꝛiſtian like cormſailes are woꝛthy to bee know- 
en and remembzed eſpecially by them that ſuccerde in nobi⸗ 
uty, authozity, oꝛ generoſity. 

The aduertiſementes were theſc. 

1 Firſt yeelde an account of thy ſumes diligently, vſing 
the beipe and ſound cormſaile of foure wiſe and well learned 
men that will not bee afraſde to rebuke and controll thee, 

2 Serue Goddeuoutly in the Church. 

3 Be connerſant with vertuous men and ſuch as liue in 
god oꝛder. 

4 Ruffians and ſuch as haue no fcare of God, let them 
be farre off from thee, 

5 Be ready and willing to heare gad counſaile bee it ſe- 
cretly 02 openiv. 

6 Let not blaſphemers of God and deſpiſcrs of holy 
thinges cſcape from thee vnrebuked 02 vnpuniſhye d. 

7 T-owardesCYaCians be thou a ſeucre and an vp- 

richt 
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right Judge not fauouring one parte moꝛe then the other. 
n Itthoumuſtneedes make warre, be a pzotrca2 of 
Chaiſtes Church and all innocents, 

Be nat the meanes ai ſwrearuig and foz\wering, but 
rather fo:bid it. 

Laſtly my Somme J erhozt and p2ay the, Jleauing 
this woꝛlde beto2e ther, that thou wilt haue a godly, chari⸗ 
table, and dutifull regard towards mee. 

The pzecepts be ſuch as it may bee wiſhed there were 
moze p2actiſcrs of the like. 

The wiſe and ver tuous PÞ2ince ſeemed a careful and di 
Ugent follower of ghoſtly counſaue, andnamety of this out 
of Eccie ſtaſticus. ho fo 1nformern.and teacherh hys 
Sonne, greeueth the enemy, and before his friends he 
may haue ioy of him, though the Father die, yet is he 
as though he were not dead, for he hath leſte one be- 
hinde him that is like him. 

The biſhop of Auguſta in his bwke De via Regia, hath 
this aduertiſinent vnto parents. When thy Sonne ( (ateth 
hee) hall aske thee which be the auncient wayes, thou 
ſhalt tell him of the auncient faith , and of the holy and ap- 
pꝛoued life and good wozkes of the PÞ2ophets, 
Apoſtics, and others the ſeruaumts and freindes of God, 
who by the true and ſincere faith,raiſed the dend, cleanſed. 
the leapozous , aud reſto2cd ſight to the blinde. 

The like Chtſttan and reugious leſſons ought to be 
taught as readily as any woꝛldiy inſtructions. 

That which a man ſoweth that he ſhall reape. 

Let the Father gine good examples and hee ſhall reape 
the fruite thereof, on the life, mancrs, and pzolperity of his 


child2en. 
Ret him bee nulde and louing , and he ſhall taſte of the 
tone of God 
LetHhunfelfe not be ſtubbozne againſt the wil of God and 
lawes,and he ſhal finde it recompenced in the ductie and o⸗ 
bedience of bia chidaen. 
Let him ſozgiue the —_ of reaſonable lonnes, 
a 4 an 
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awd he ſhall cuercome their frowartneſſe and ill wiſpofition 
if the {Philoſophers woꝛds be true, which ſaieth Flu be-: 
reuolentia patris eliorem facit, that iu, The bencuglent & 
fauonralbe dealing of the Father, maketh the ſorne better. 


CHAP. II. 
That Fathers ought not to giuc ill examples, 


XN if two bzethzen fell at 
ſtrife betweene themſclues, the Magiſtrate awarded 
that the Fatherſhoulde be puniſhed : fo2 that either he was 
the cauſe of it, oꝛdiꝭ nat pꝛeuent it befoze: 02 remedy it af- 
ter. Foz they thought the young men were to be pardoned. 
And il they offended by the intemperance of youth, their fa- 

ther was to bee blamed , whoſe authozity ought to fozſee 
and p2ouide, that no ftrife o; debate riſe between his ſons. 
And therefo:e a Father onght to bee very carcfull in nouri⸗ 
Ching and maintaining naturall loue and conco2d in his fa- 
milv, and in any wiſe not to ſaffer any ſparke of hatred to 
enter into their heartes, leaſt it kindle a fire in their hꝛeit᷑: 
much lefſe ought he to caſt in coales of diſcozde among the 
ban ſelfe by any vnkinde oz nturious cramples of dealing. 
Foz the ſtate of a family if it bee in due oꝛder, is like to a 
frame of iopning wozke oꝛ building, wherein if ſome one 
peece bee out ofhis place, it tendeth to a diſoꝛdering of all 
the reſt , and one diſoꝛder following an other, all becom - 
meth out of iavnt, and falleth vnto a confuſion verie diſp2at- 
ſable. Thereſdze it ſeemes this ſaying of the holy Ghoſt is 
not of light regarded. Ve dantibus malum ep] 
unto them that gime ill cramples, the gricuonſneſſe where - 
ol the holy Doctoꝛ Saint Augullme rather augmenteth 
then dimnuſheth, when he ſaicth that a man may ſlay o⸗ 


tbers by his cramples. 

Euen as the Father beginneth ſo it is like the ſonne will 

pꝛociede, foz as the Philoſopher ſacth , Amt vnrſquiſque 

ſequi vitæm parentim: Currie man loueth to doc as bis fa- 

ther di befoze hin: 1 
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wicked act, but the example of it hath been followed. 
N the Father negled the expꝛeſſe will of God, who wonld 
and ought to ſtrike a froke, as well in the oꝛdering of his 
famuty, as in the directing of his life , oꝛ tf hee ſwarue fran 
the vlage of the wileſt 02 beſt ſozteof parentes p2eferring 
bis owne fancy oꝛ wilfull conceite befoze all other reaſon, 
the Sonne by his example will doc the ike. If the Father 
by an example of tmiuric oz diſoꝛder, giueth an entry to ve- 
mim of minde, and batred ofheart in his fanuly,the Sorme 
of pꝛoneſſe vnto cull, and to imitation of his Fathers ſteps 
will not bee ſo ready to extinguiſh and quenche this kindled 
miſchicfe , but rather adde ſtickes thereto and augment 
i. by obſcruing a badde tradition from his 
paſſing that inurie ouer to others, which be reteturd him 
ſelle: namely when by want of good example in the pa- 
rent, the regarde and awe oflawe and god ozder is taken 
away, and a gappe opened to the actions of infidelitic and 
inhumanitte 


I ſay infidelity ſecing the life of a Chꝛiſtian conſifteth of 
two partes: vidz. faith and good wozkes, of his faith J wi 
not indge : but let his good wozkes bes the merteſt trial 
which are commanded and required, to the glozy of God, 
to the p2ofite of onr notighbonr, oz to taming of the ficſhe, 
and bꝛideling of the flethlp appetites. 

Here is no glozy of God regarded, where his will ta- 
keth no place: and as little good to come to our netgh- 
bour, where he vouchſaleth ſo much hurt to his owne chil- 


den. 

What ſhould I ſay in this caſe 4 aboue all the ficſhlp 
will and appetite is followed and pzeferred without fo:ight 
of the inconuentences to come thereby, oz anp indenour to 
auoide them. 

And ſurclp if either wee were ſa god Chaiſtians as wee 
pzetend, 02 did carrie in vs the minde of naturall andkinde 
parentes, : oz but the conſtant and heartie affection of a 
true friende, wee ſhoulds be as ready to make haſt to put 
naa. woulde bee to put 
| ont 
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out fire, taking holde in our neighbours houſe and ready 
to flame fo:th and conſume it. Foꝛ if an iwury bee not 
red2clſed and taken away in the beginning , it groweth 
and increaſeth to infinite rage of fare, 

But what ſhonlde I ſpcake of theſe thinges , that bee 
matters of Chʒiſttan charity, and woꝛles of faith:where 
unto men arc not ſo readily inclined to perioꝛme them, as 
to tate of them, bidding him blowe the coate that is a 
colde : euerie man poſteth it quer and thmkcth it pertay- 
neth not to him, betauſe it belogeth as much to others. And 
thereſoꝛe in ſome places of Chꝛiſtendome, theſe and the 
luke oinces of Chuſhan charitie, are appointed vnto ſun 
dꝛy compantcs 92 fraternitics of men. 

Unto ont ſozte is committed the care and regarde of 
pꝛiſoners vppon kfe and death: that by their trauaile and 
charitable mdnſtrie , the wꝛetched and ifo2timat crea- 
tures, may make a happie ende and reccmpence their ſoꝛ⸗ 
rowes and miſfo:tune, with the bluſfiiil eſtate of pem⸗ 
tent and clenſed ſoules, 

Unto others is committed the charge of reconcumg open 
02 pꝛiuy enemies and aducrſartcs. 

Some are appointed to be wozkers of reconcilement 
betweene men and their vnlawful wines , lining a parte 
without iuſt cauſe of ſcperation 02 dino2ce. 

Others there bee that are cntoined to trauaile and per- 
[wide women of loſe and le ode life, to rem mber 
thomſc lues and their ſoules health, and after their going a- 
ſtray toreturne home vnto the honeſty cf their parentes 
and duetie of god Ch:iſhons, and from theuceſoꝛth to line 
an honeſt and vnſuſpe ded life. 

Cheſe and ſuch like ber weale and rumons places ofte 
m the walles of ſome ſtates, that might bee repaired, if 
charttie were not ſo colde, and the wozkes of faith ſo 
much decayed in apparaunce , chtefty though ill cxaimpies 
gien: whereofthe account will bee ſomewhat beauy and 
grieuous to diſtharge . Agke the Lawicrs, De inmru: c 
damno dato. . 
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and doe not couer it, and in the mean ſpace an Oxe, Cow, 
o2 ſome other cattle faleth therein, J thinke they will lay 
hee is bounde to make ſatisfaction, 

O but howe much moꝛe if the ſoules of thy childꝛen fall 
by thy ill example Al wee looke into the bequeathed e⸗ 
ramples of ſome Fathers, what a Chaos and tiſo2der 
might there bee noted, either w2ought by their peruerſe 
dealing, 02 by the malice and vnhappincſſe of a woman 
peruerting al. Strifes and iarres lefte in ſteede of kind 
ly acco2de: hatred and malicicuſnes occupying the place of 
b:otherly loue, wꝛangling and w2eſting one from another, 
in ſteede of helping and comfo2ting. 

Socrates did bid young men tolooke in a glaſſe, to the 
ende that finding themſelues wel ſoꝛmed and of god ſhape, 
they might beware to doe any thing that was vnſemely 
fo2 that naturall grace, and if they were of ill ſhape, they 
night endeuour to ſupply and recompence bodily de⸗ 
fect with ſome vertue and qualitte of the Euen ſo 
would J withe that ſome parentes ſhoulde looke into the 
example of the beſt ſoꝛt as into a glaſſe, and if the finde the- 
ſelucs defozmed and blemiſhed by any vnkinde actions 02 
naughtie examples, they map recompence it with beneuo- 
lent and Fatherlie dealings, 


CHAP, III. 


That Fathers ought not to prouoke their children to 
wrath and diſobedience, 


(= Ring of Thꝛate a man inclined by nature to 
bee angry and w2athfull , and therewithall a ſeuere 
co:reco2 of ſuch as chaunced to offende oꝛ committe a fault 
in ſcruing him: on a time, a ſtraunger bzought him 
fo2 a pꝛeſent certame fine vellclles of earth glaſed, very cu⸗ 
rioully wzought, and delicate to beholde. Herewarded the 
bumger , but fraught wayes calt the veſſelles agamff the 
wall. _——— 
2 ( 
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quoth he, J doe it, becauſe they ſhall not make mee angry 
with them that ſhall happen to bꝛcake then, Be knewe 
his owne diſeaſe , and therefoze wiſciy pꝛcutnted the hurt 
and diſpleaſure likely to happen, by auopding the meancs 
and occaſion. Now fazas much as w:ath, is an tmmode- 
rate perturbation. that hardeneth the affection and maketh 
the ſoꝛces of a man violent ,, being ſometuncs the cauſe of 
manſlaughter, and fometimes of other calanutie, yea ſome 
tunes the o2iginall and beginning of treaſon, and it it file 
not ſo high the beſt that commeth of it is diſquiet , loſſe , o: 
diſcredite : who would not by poſſible meants auoyde the. 
p:onoktng of an affection ſo troubicſome and ſo bad in an o⸗ 
ther mans houſc oz with them with whom he hath nothing 
to doe? much rather ought he to keope ſuch a gueſt out of 
bis owne houſe which is the greateſt enemie a man can 
baue : Fo; it maketh a man that ſhould (eeme reaſonable 
and of decent behaniour and doings , to ſhew like a tree iet 
a fire which is like neuer after to beare god fruit, oꝛ other- 
wile he may be likened to a barke oꝛ \hippe ſubit acd to ths 
rage of a cruell ſtoꝛme, and thercbp in great hazard of pe- 
rihing . The Apoltie ©, Paule Hebr. n. knowing fuch 
an infirmitie to beare ſap in many perſans, goue a gheſt⸗ 
tion to pꝛeuent it, ſaping : Sce that no man be 
deſtitute of the grace of God, and that no roote of 
bitternes ſpring vp & trouble you, for thereby many 
de defiled, But Ualezius Barimus crterdeth ſomewhat 
the modeſtie of this ſentence, and ſapth, that wath and ha- 
tred doe ſttrre bp great flows in the heartes of men, fo; 
whom ſuch diſguifing paſſions be moſt vnſamely as may 
appeare by this verſe of the Poet: | 
Candida pax hominis trux decet iraferas, ö 
Hare it is that one man ia neereſt kin vnto an other, ho- 
map a parent be as a ſtranger oꝛ aduetſarie to his owne 
ſorme : No man hateth his alone fleſh : Ephe. J mean 
fuch as be in the fleth an lie after the fleſh : except pou will 
tpeake of Partpzs and ſurh as ſet little of the fleſh, be- 
| caule there is another thing pzcferred with them. Am 
| pet: 


; 
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tende not agaunſt the eight cammandement which lapeth, 
Non loquaris contra proximy m tuum fal ſum teitimanium, 
Thou ſhalt not ſpeake falſe witnefſe againſt thy 
bour. Il by pour rapitng and bitter woꝛdes pre pzouwke 
pour childzen to wzath ard from wath to diſobedience, 
— — and pꝛouocatt 
ons to moztall falling out, ſo ſtraigbtiy 4 ſenercly that 
ſap and ite, Vahl intereſt virum ferro an verbo — 
There is no difference whether pou lay with weapon 0: 
by woꝛde, and fhcrefaze ſotng the amendment of ill man 
ners mut come from pour ſelues by pour god erample of 
toller ation 03 fozbearing , ſet the coldeneſſe and erperitnced 
— —— — 
and raſhnes, Ex debut contrarns fir optimum tempera- 
menten. Q two contraries ( ſayth Philoſophie ) ts made 
« gaadly tempetature. And! no doubt the faults of childꝛen 
axe ſaner cured and reſo;med + gentle — 
I # eri 
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than by furious fits of anger and violence. If 
pou ſee fanites and imperfections in your childꝛen, epfher 
they tone them of yau 02 elſe pou haue as badde mn your 
ſelues: Crates the Philoſopher helde it was impoſſible to 
finde any man that is not faulty in ſome pointes , compa- 
ring man generally to a Pome granate when he ts at beſk; 
which from thencefagth hath alwayes ſome rotten gratnes 
luke vnto mens faultes and ill qualities, which be not cured 
by wꝛath and euill wo2des , but by coumſaile and friendly 
adinorition. And herein a father ought to ſhewe him ſelle 
1 luke a Phiſition,, who doth not vſe to handle his cures with 
; raging and rapling , but rather bethinketh him what bee 
. map numiſter beſt ſo: their health, fuwing fo2 the moſt part 
| euery intemperate humour 02 cauſe beſt to be cured by his 
| contraric, 


| CHAP. IV. 
That Fathers ought to deale kindely and faythfully 


and not preiudicially or fraudulently towards their 
children, 


A Certaine friend admoniſhed Ageſtlans the Lacedemo- 

man King (as pet but newly come to the dignitie that 

be would now remember his pꝛeemment ſtate, and lay a⸗ 

ſive ſome part of his hard manner of innng , and uſe fome 

moꝛe maieſtie and delicateneſſe in his dvet, lodging and ap 

parrell: he anſwered, nay not ſo, J will be alwayes one 

manner of man becauſe faztrme is ſo charmgeable. Such 

was the conſtancie and faithlull heart of this wiſe Pzince 

towardes his ſubiecs , that hee could hardly be bzonght to 

any nwarde oꝛ out warde alteration , though the chaunge 

| of his eſtate, did in a manner fo2bid him to continue his fo2- 
| mer courſe. But this is alwayes founde to be true: loke 
where there is loue , there is alſo fayth and truſtineſſe. 
Hee was nowe become the wuuerſall Parent of bis 
Countric, and therefoze nædes mult her lone , and deſcr- 
mung the name of a louing Parent, howe mar ber be- 
come 
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come vnfaithfull, 

Truly there be many, in whome the latve of nature 
and the lone of GD D voth take ſo little holde, and wo2- 
keth ſo ſmall and fender cffectes of kindencfſe 02 chaiſtiam⸗ 
tie, that they may ſcarce ſhꝛowde oꝛ ſhew themſe ines vnder 
the name of trie ſrienos oꝛ ſtiendih ip: ſuch ts their hollow ⸗ 
neſſe of heart , diſſt mbung in woꝛdes, and fraude in dea⸗ 
ings; J ul not ſay, that ſnch be countetſeitoꝛs of friend- 
(hip, betauie that is a fault wozſe then the foꝛging ol lalſe 
money. Foz he that taketh a little fozged coyne fo2 god, big 
dannhage is not great: but to take oꝛ haue a fained friend 
in ſteade of ene true, conſtant, and faithfull the hurte muſt 
nerdes ber great, and the gricfe moꝛe. Well map we come 
plame with the Poct in this verſe: 

Hew quam paruu fides reperitur nure aud ines? 

Truſtie faithſulneſſe in many parents decapeth, whoſe 
woꝛdes, bythe rule and example of god men, eught to bee 
as much woꝛthie in credite and accompt , as the othes of 
ſtrangers. Such as in their wozkes and 
themſclues inconſtant in fatherly loue, and ſo double in their 
acmions, arc tuſtly meaſured by this rule of Salomo P20- 
nerbs the twelfe, A true month is euer conſtant , but a diſ 
ſemteung tongue is ſane changed. © howe ſone are many 
fathers altered from the naturati{one and inward affection 
towardes their childzen , if they fall once to be entertamed 
wyth the glerkes of gallant gloſers, and to bee wantonltc 
w2apped in loue and liking of newe ſpowſes of Bigemie. 
What will they not doe to pleaſe their appetites 2 Whom 
will they not hate to game their diſſembled fauours 2 The 
waight of a Kngdome coulde not alter oꝛ change Ageſi⸗ 
laus from boring one manner of man unto hys famitte, and 
uch as wero vnder hum: but the waight of a womar car 
counterpoiſe worderfully wyth ſome of theſ® ; and weigh 
them quite from the ground of nature and honeſt conſtan- 
tie. ut nomaruell,ſith it is of olde experience, that loue 
maketh great alteration and tonqueſt, accozding pete this 
plain? Latine terte: - 

CA3- 
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He can not come nere vnto wiſedome that geneth himſcile 
to leepe oꝛ to dote: and they doe ſleepe a2 dote, that doe gine 
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Cecat amor mentes, & interdum ſapientes. 
Lone blindeth mindes,and ſometimes makes wife men 
to dote . Saint Bernard wziting vnto his parents,ſateth, 


themlelnes ouer to ſenſualitie: daily fozgoing god counſel 
and gifts of grace which is the beſt trelure they haue.Sam- 
ſon leeping in Dalldas lappe loſt dis ſtrength . Pap thole 
buſbands 0; parentes trowe you be demed rulers of them 
(clues and their fozces, that with ſo ſmall reſiſtance perde 
them to the dominion and ty2zannp of amoꝛous follie , ma- 
king ſhipw2acke of their reaſon, and whatfvener vertue and 
valure is in them beſides : But of ſuch lither and flertble 
folke it is ltkelte it will at length fare wpth them as it did 
with Amon the ſorme of Dauid, who was ſo in laue wyth 
Thamar his owne ſiſter, that he famed htmletfe to be ſicke, 
and to ſarfet with loue till he had defiled hir, 4 from thence- 
fozth he neuer loued her ſo ardently, as nowe be begarne to 
hate and loath her. Mo, when theſe men though the light 
of reaſon, and fllumnining of grace, ſhall perceine in hows 
great a labp2inth of errour and w2ong perſwaſlen of wo- 
mens will and wilinefle they haue wandered contrarie tg 
reaſon and ſound aduiſe , oz as ſone as GDD ſhall touch 
their beart with grace and repentance of thetr carnall ſollte 
and tunnoderate ſeruing of the fleſh , they will begirme to 
remember themcines in the durtie of kind parents. 

By the Councell Gangrenſe it was decrirde, that if any 
man (though it were bp occaſion of gering ouer the wozld, 
and entring into religion) did negiec to haue a due care fo; 
vis chumen, as well fo; the godly enfo;ming of them, as 
alſo touching that which pertained to them otherwiſe, ana- 
thema ſic, Let hum be accurſed , But we muſt thinke great 
vifference bet weene neglecting then th;ough a certatne re- 
ligious contemning of wozldlp thinges , and the caſting of 
them off, by reaſon'of the appetite ai nete loue. But pet 
there is a mach moze difference to be wderſtode betweans 


negligent regarde, and careful reſpecte had 9 
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dꝛen, 02 ſuch as be tuner our charge . Which ill example 
beſoꝛe recited and repꝛwued, may wel be counteruailed with 
this contrarie . Epaminondas a famous Duke 02 Capi⸗ 
tame of the Gzecians, going lenth to an exploite of warre, 
his wife deſired him to loke well unto himſelfe. He anſwe- 
red, This is an adumſe fit fo2 other men, and not foz me: fo: 
he that taketh on hum a charge as J doe, his part is toloke 
well to the ſalette of them that be vnder hun, ſeeing manie 
are moꝛe to be reſpected then one: 

I we wil not with this biſhoplike Duke p2eferre the 
ſafette and better wo;lblp tate of our childzen and familie, 
befoze the regarde and ſatiſfying of our carnall defire and 
wanton appetite, ſo vnſeaſonable oz ſo inconuentent, yet at 
leaſt let vs reſpec the health of their ſoules, befoze the inco- 
ftant and vaine lone of any earthly perſon . Diogenes that 
was ſo pe in wozidly ſabſfance, and ſo rich in wiſedome, 
and giftes of grare certifieth vs, that God loueth them that 
be taſobedtent to their pztnateluſtes , And to ſay the trueth, 
ſo a man ought to be: if not foz ſo high a cauſe , pet of this 
baſer reſpect in anopding burts and jncommentences ſenſibly 
percemed to enſue to himſelfe, and his firſt childzen. Which 
in derde were the parte of a fanthfull friend compared vnto 
golde 02 ſiluer . And what faith , J pzap you, ought there 
to be betweene parents and then chiltzen, where we muſt 
acknowledge a bord ofnature that bindes both parts: C be 
{aw rule any man require faith 02 p2omiſe 
bwarſeife refaſetb to keepe faith. 


men to he wilhey 
the bzeaking ofthis band chiefly to thetr owne harme, but 
enenasthe light of a ſcatre in an other mans face. geueth 
them warning to beware of wodads lighting on themit lues, 
they beholving oꝛ rememb2ing other mens ert ours, and 
etulles in this behalle paſt, the im ne by Gods grace and ai 
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ding the like naiſchicfes of their owne m their faunlie to 


CHAP. V. 


Offathetsor parentes,. who diſpoſe their goods ot 
lands after their priuate will and fancie without 
due regarde of nature, realon,and order. 


9X — of the mozning 
was long ſince halle ſoꝛgotten : the beigbth of the 
Dunne ts in declination : the heater of the date is paſt : 
the cuening dzaweth on, tuerie creature beginneth to go 
vnto his reſt. Man that hath paſſed the whole courſt of this 
wozlte, which is, fo2 the moſt parte, equally mirte wpth 
ſo;rowe and ioy , what hath ber laboured 02 ſpent bis tune 
fo, if he finde not reit at his cuting: As fox the thinges 
wherein hee delighted , her findeth them all but vaine , and 
after alittle while, are qui e vaniſhed , laue oneip bis god 
deedes and dus bad, Theſe bine by hum, and will not kght- 
ly be ſeparated ſrom bim. Penanee, a2-xepenteuce ought 
— be moſt in his purpoſe: his wgligence therein will 
appeare, 
Night commeth on, and as tte Apoſtle ſaieth into the 
Galathtans chap. 6. Ae eporter oper ati cam dies oft , yams 
—— — — poreft; 3 muſt wozke. whiles 
CIS « 
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28 lengthet will rum to Euntaong- 
But whois ſure tomaky tart a whole daves wozke and 
to crop the rum ai 1hanicanmenage * (ering it 19 ſad 
m Cexl: . NU henne finens factor fru Sent arri cop 
rur laqure, & piſces hum. Man moweth not — 
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al his ending bath two wayes to loke unto : Backewards 
to his nes, offcrices, and negligences paſt, and warts 
by ſetting a god oꝛder in his farmilie , and well drſpoſing of 
things fo2 peace,quictnefſe,and other godly effects to come. 
Vis lie time, god health, and beſt remembzance , is fitteſt 
fo2 the one, and the eueningtide of his iourny in this woꝛld, 
is not to late fo2 the other. Pythagozas ſaide, that Golde 
is tryed by fire, A woman by Gold (that is, whether ſhee be 
god 02 not) and man by woman, vtz. whether hee bee con- 
natur all and well minded tolnardes his childzen,and 
god to his owne ſoule. Io: he that negleceth hisrhiltzen, 
as ſatth the duune Poet o2ace , depuueth dum ſcife of un 
moꝛtalitie. Vp the want of child2en his ſhape, phiſnomy, 
name, and memoziall pertſheth : fith in the remung and vp⸗ 
holding of the woꝛke of nature, the ſame is freſhly renucd 
and maintained, Wherein , A pzay pou, is the effecte of 
true friendſhip laſting aſter death, better and moze ſursly 
to be verefied,, then betweene a kunde parent deceaſed, and 
his thildꝛen: which by an Embleme map be reſembled to 
adzie 02 dead tree garmihed and adomed wyth a greene and 
well pꝛoſpering Une, and ſpectally by ſuch as reſemble the 
parent, not oncly in phaſnonne(whach is the beſt aſſured to 
ken of true dealing) but alſo in ſteps of honeſty and woꝛld⸗ 
ly towardnes. 
ding Alcrander wwas of that humane and pꝛinceiy mind, 
that he would ſay: A mans riches are no where ſo well la 
vp and ſafely kept, as in the handes of his friendes. Where 
ſhoulda parent then beſtowe them, but on his owne ſoule, 
02 vpon the life and relertung of his chudzen: Shall he now 
gme eare to any couetous 92 exceſſive requeſt of a waman- 
Shall her deceitfull tearen make htm to ſwarue from the 
minde andpurpoſe of a kinde father, and the. conenant of 
nature it ſeile + No not ſo. He muſt none lay aſide fan- 
cie, and overcome his owne will. And there is no greater 
and mont laudable victo2te.then fo2 a man to vanquiſh him 
ſeife , by peelving vnto the reaſon and authozitic of nature, 


lam, and the will of God. 
| | 92 Fo; 
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Foz ſure it is, that the loue of a conetous woman wouid 


long agone haue ended, if gwdes had fatled : and to ſate 
tructh,fo2 the moſt parte, ſo doth the loue of the man denn 
nich, tf not vtterly ende, when beautte decapeth , Shall A 
regarde her teares ? No, foz they be of two ſoꝛtes, the one 
of griefe, the other of deceite . Foz a little gwdneſſe her 
wall loke fo:ſ&wth to haue a great ri warde, little remem 
bang bcrſelfe what erull ſhec hath done, and had neuer any 
chaſtiſement foz it . As the holte Docoz ſaieth, he that hel- 
pcth the euill, hurteth the god : but we may ſap, he that en 
richeth a ſtepmother, helpeth a ſtranger and hindereth his 
owne : pea perhappes fourdeth his wealth vnto his cnne- 
ite, and (carcitie vnto them of bis owne ficſhe and of- 
ſpzng . Se here the peruerſenefſe of manie men in their 
like dealinges, by following fancie , and obeping they: 
owne will, wherein it ſeemeth the wiſe Philoſopher Pla⸗ 
to was nothing decepued when ber ſavde , Hee that is en- 
clined to followe his will , isneare the wath of GOD, 
Foz the bzideling, reftraining,o2 moderating of which will 
God by his Pinilters herre in earth hath ict nern. 
cunl, canon, and nationall lawes. 

There der ſundꝛie perfons that can not alicnate they; 
godcs., no2 make miles. Lewiſe there be thingea of 


ſome nature 02 qualitte in the poſſeſſing and pꝛapertte ei 


them, that they mapnot be altenctcd oꝛ tranflatcd unto the 
—— o2 popertie of an other, accozning vnto the 
wall, fancic and faugiring of him that laſt poſicfſed them. 
Allo there be fone Countries and Citties , which, cythet 


crutnie of treaſon, nas the appranedd-trtcke cannot dd. 


pole any thing by their mur 
Bp the: conffruction of the Daatnes , who 1s — 
p:odegall and a miſſpenter of thole giſtes, which SUD 
bath deſtowed vppon him: N do is not a bond man: 
facit peccatum ſeruus eſt peccati, John the —_—— 
0 


* 


— 
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He that committeth ſinne is the ſeruant or bondman 
of ſinne, and to confirmethat ſapmg moe plamecly take 
theſe wozdes of Saint Peter 1. 2, 4 quo quis ſuperatus ef 
en; ſernns jt, Of whome locuer any mam is out rtome, to 
hum is de bound. The vnfaithfull oz miſbelertuug Chaiſti- 
an, is hardly charged with treaſon committed againſt the 
celeftiall Emperour. And therefoze hath Saint Auguſtine 
Ju. de ombns, Vigilate heretics andite 4 paſtore reſt anve u- 
tum paCis : Venite adpacem : iraſcrmint Chreſtianit Pmpe- 
ratoribus quia teſt amenta veſtra valere noluerunt in domi- 
bus weſtris : doloreſt : admonitioeft, non dum danmma- 
tis, dicit tibi Dems noli fraudet querere. Ui ſtare teſta- 
ment um tum ? Stet in te mcm. The thinges befoze men- 
tioned that may not bee tranſlated oꝛ beſtowed after the 
will of the poſſcſo2s,are the eccleſiaſtical goods and fruits. 
Foz (ering all Churchty authozty is to eaifie and to de- 
ſtroy, a clerke might not by eccleſlaſticall conftitutions, 
make bis wil other wife then accozding to their oer and 
vocation. Foz hee might not enrich his carnall bzethzen o: 
kinſfolke , although hee might giue them ve & vet 
tum, that is, fode and apparell, by reaſon that the ectleſi⸗ 
aftical things were called and reputed Hl : 4414 do- 
mino offerwntur, And therefoe ſaide thoſe lawes non de- 
bent in alias uſibus quam eccleſraſt icrs vel chriſttanor uns fra- 
trum indigent tum converts: quia Tota ſunt fidelmm & pre- 
cia peccatorum & patrimomia pauperum, The ſayung of 
Satnt Amb2oſe is ſomewhat fearcfull vppon this pointe, 
As riches (ſaiethhe)to ſome men (thzough nuſbeſto wing 
of them) be an an occaſion of damnation, ſo in good mens 
hands by their well beſtowing) they bee helpes of vertuc. 
Che cauſe Jhaue thus digreſſed and mentioned of theſe 
matters, which ſerine not planety retaming to this ponit 
offantaſttcall 02-wilful willuig anddiſpsfing of the parents 
ſubſtance. o goods, i partly to induce and pꝛoaue that 
the freewill and fancy of ſome ſo:tes of men are reſtrained 
by the lawes Cceleſiaſtical and Jmpcriall in all countries. 
But of all ſoztes of men at leaſt r 8— in, 
3 ome 
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ſame Countries, 

Alſo by all lawes and in all Countries, that is * of 
reaſon to bee regarded among Chaſhan men. Who ſo 
hath power to diſpoſe goods, ought rather to haue 

tight conſideration towardes the caulc; to bee teſpe- 

aed in them that ſtand at his deuotion then to hys 
owne power. Sith it is theſaping of a wiſe man unte 
liceat tanto libeat minus, As the gos of the church in time 
paſt were thought not p2operly to pet tame to lap perſons, 
fo the goods of any parent cannot te mpoꝛally be beſtowed 
on any perſons moze pꝛoperiy, then vppon bis owne chil- 
deen acco2ding to oꝛder of the age, and as the wuſeſt and 
beſt ſo:te of men are wont to doe. 

Now to touch ſomewhat the duety of good aud natural 
childzen „ it is to witte, that this woꝛde /r 02 /li« 
ſorme 02 danghter.commeth of the woꝛd Phi m Crake, 
which is loue oz loner. And that ſorme oz daughter which 
expꝛeſſeth not loue towardesthe parent, as well when he 
is departed this wozlde, as whiles bee is pzefent, I wotte 
not which is wozlftem him, either his vngodimeſſe 02 his 
ingratitude , but ſeeing ingratitude is vngodlincfſe, it were 
god that childzen know it well that they map the better a- 
noid the blot thereof, It is a vice which in ſome god com- 
men wealths hath beene puniſhed as readily as any others 
if it were in the higheft degree. 

Che firſt and loweſt degree of vnthankfulneſſe is, not to 
requite a benefite. 

The ſecond to diſpꝛaiſe oz diſdaine it in reſpece of the 


thing. 
Che thirde to foꝛget a benefit. 
But the fourth degree is rendzing eull fo good. 
The Stoꝛkes fo2 the naturall kindnefle recetued, will 


beare their parent on their backe when hee is ode, and 


ferds him i hee bee not —— H— 


ö. 


. 
| 
| 


o2s toreceiue , than the vt — 
| nat be much mille fo: all dutifull child: 
. pont aſter the fozme ofthe 
Gramuner caſe rule.. 


Datino. 
Aua. L Ken eur enemies: 
Nn #63 them that be in trroue r fre. 


| : iti they may come to the right. 
m— 3 wee, 42 ſawation. 
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Saint Paule vnto Timoth.ſapth,1f any man haue not 
a care for them of his one familie, hee is an infidell. 
And therefoze he ſayth in an other place, Si quid patiter v- 
num membrum compatiuntur omma mem bra. If one mem- 
5 — in paine all the reſt be not without anguiſh or 
gric ©, 

O god God, who is ſo harde hearted that will not 
haue compaſſion oz ci iſtian regarde on his parent, kinſe- 
man, 02 friend, if he thought bun in the caſe of ſtraight im- 
puſornnent oꝛ if be wiſt he were in any nuſcrable oꝛ daun 
gerous ſkate where p2ayer o2 friendſhip might helpe o2 doe 
him god ? The ſtate of a man in nuſbeleefe, infivelitie, oz 
ſecurttte in ſinming without tokens of repentance , and a- 
mendment is God wot, and not without nere 
of aſſiſtance by hearty and earneft pꝛaiet of ſaithſull frtends 
and naturall childzen, | / 

Foz we mult beleene that God will prmiſh Cine, and all 
other impietie: elſe why doth he th:caten ſinners ſo ſharpe- 


iy by that example in the 5.of Patth. ien dico vob 1s 


non exies inde donec ſolneru nowſ;umum quadrantem: that 
is, Verely I ſay — — ſhalr not depart thence 
vntill thou haft payd the vttermoſt farthing, Iſe not 
— — bothers, o; kinſfolke 
in nature and haue nofeling of their ſinefull life , erront- 
ous condition, m other their pittfull ſtate in your compaſ- 
ſion and commiſeration, But euen as vou deale towards 
them vnto whom pe owe any charitable oꝛ naturall dutie, 
ſo ſhall they ſerue pou at whoſe deuotton pou ſhall happen 
to ſtande. Then with the ſame meaſure ye meate vnto o⸗ 
thers, it is to be doubted, will be meaſured to pou againe, 
ſomewhat acco2ding to the wozdes of Naomie to Ruth 
— 4 cap. I, Faciat vobiſcmm Deus miſericordiam ſu- 
ickt feriſtic cum mortvis. 
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The ſeconde part bewrayeth the 


malignitie of a Stepdame, the monſtrous 


transfourming of the Father, and the often 
calamitie of the fitſt children. 


CHAP, VL 


Ofthe vngentledealing of ſome ſtepmothers towards 
their husbandes firſt children, | 


fe regardeth the bond of nature and faith- 
2 full dealing of a kinde parent, that her 
Ab deareth not to baing into his family 

N 2 a Stepdame , he can not doe a thing of 

88 vetter liking to his loes i he haue any 

— uch that foꝛeſe it) and with ill bettding 
vnto him and his , Foz what may bzing dito a Citie 02 
houſe moze harme oz ncormenience , than diſcozd, which 
dinideth a houſe and maketh of one Cittie two: Inteftine 
diuifion ts euer counted worſe than the malignitie of out 
warde foes, as warre is accounted wozſe than peace, 

In diſcerd no man prayſcth the Lorde, As witneſſeth 
Saint Ambzoſe. What bleſſing then doe they depꝛiue vs 
of, that take awap peace and god agreement, Well may 
ſome cheldꝛen complaine with the Poet in this caſe , who 
ſayth in his pleaſant meeter : 

Sumt tria gaudia, pax, ſapientia, copia rerum, 
Hee tria diluit, her tria deflynit ars mulierum. 


Zhi Stepmother by — 
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is called in Latine, Yve, que v7, 2 Wife, as u were 
an Annoyarec 2 fo! that the new married Spoluſc in oldc 
time at her firſt comming home was wont to umoynt the 
poaſtes and pꝛuicipali partes c the hoi in token that ſhe 
came to heale and cure altfaultes oꝛ to1cnioue ſo:ro and 
to plant and cnereafe glatneſſe in the place. ut I trowe 
this cur Stepdame at this day annovyntcth nat with the: 
oyle of glabneſſe, no2 with the unctien of the holv ſpirite, 
by whem ſo much ſo:rowe is many tunes b:cught in, and 
ſo many vngodly effectes wꝛctight and encreaſed, Call pee 
this anndontuig: ſhe annoyniteth in der de: but unhappte 
be thoſe poſtes x parts of the honſe where tHe laicth her vn 
uit hie handes, as Euripides ſavih, Ste h ames ſce dome 
with and oke any good to their hu: bonds children, 
and to much crperience teacheth , they be their vtter ouer 
thꝛowe, and cauſe of confuſion. Fo? what be their o2dinary 
p2actiſes ii manner as punciples of thru partment politcy? 
Fo:ſwth Erft and chiefely to bing their huſbandes childzen 
out of conceipt x fauour, to frame the matter ſo, that they 
map be caimted diſobedient 4 by that me anes to wipe from 
the all god will. They thinke they muſt not ſufſer ſo nnich 
a let and blocke in their way to their huſbandes wealth as 
the bulwoꝛ ke ar loue and concoꝛd. This is a great eve ſoʒe 
and hardly tollerable with them, Chis they unagine then 
muſt aſſault and aſſap to batter and heat downe by the belt 
engine they haue: they can bend agauiſt it Cannen ſhot of 
great diſpleaſure, they are ſufficiently furniſhed dau h pow- 
der ol a malicious and wicked ſpirite , no: want they anp 
Gzot of quarrelous detuiſes to perte 4 thake this pe rem ⸗ 
nan? of kindly god will with kindled riſe and contention. 
Of this kind thep can ſharpe them new ſupplies from time 
to time, ſpeciallyif they haut their buſbandes well tempe⸗ 
red to their humour and appetite, then may it be ſayd of the 
pcoꝛe enchanted men, as we find it in the lahme: Os ha- 
beur, & non Hsurtur: auret, & non audiunt: oc ulot, & non 
»:dent. Ihey haug mouthes, and ſpeake not: cares, and 
may no: heare: eyes, aud will not ſce. Thep ſtande in 
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dꝛead and alve they wot who mult be ſothed in all thinges 
02 eli will ſollowe bet colde kiſſmg , ſhe claumeth all the 
loue and god vill to her ſelle, and if ſhe vnderſtote Latine 
ſhe would chuſe this god verſe ſoꝛ her huſbande, to meaſure 
bis loue by it. 

Eſt 1. Plas Cibess quam Pape Pontificatur, 

She map beare no partaker of her huſbands honcf lot, 
where ſhe ruleth as Queene, She is to be counted very (a- 
uourx able if ſhe pꝛocute them no hatred, oꝛ vouchſafe it not 
ber ſe lle. Theſe Stepmothers be againſt their wits great 
teachers of Philoſophy, but their lucke is til in makingtcw 
god Pluiloſophetrs. The cauſe is, ſoꝛ that they(fo2 the moſt 
part wich and would that ail their huſbandes child ꝛen 
were rather folcs then wittie, 02 well delcriung: ſo well 
it wauld make ſoꝛ their part and purpeſe. Andbecauſe 
they be themickies parties of ſo god merite , one Calli- 
machus mcentianeth in an Epigram, that a young fcilow 
who Stepdame was lately deceaſed, would haue pla 
ted ouer her Tome oꝛ Hearle J wot not of what mour⸗ 
ning intent a freſh and faire garlande: it happened ſo 
that by moving oꝛ mcdling with the Hearſe a2 Tome 
ſtone, it fell on his legges, and did him ſuch hurt that her 
neuer recoucred it after. By which crample, Stepdames 
are to bee ſeared and taken hade ol, cuen when they ber 
dead. What ſhoulde J ſaye: there is in ©teptames fo 
much wplineſſe and boldneſſe to attempt cucn the vtter 
molt mea"*es of extermmating and vwdoing of their buſ- 
bandes childzen, that in all ages and degrers there haue 
berne ſonne in lawes bꝛought to ruine and deitrucicn by 
them. J wot not whether J Could impute it moꝛe to the 
buſbants effemtnatencſſe and follic , than to the womans 
wpuc working and ecrteritie , Juno though a goddeſſe 
counted afterwardes, bearing the like loue to her huſbands 
ſorme Hercules, whiles he was pet but in his cradle, vouch- 
ſafed to ſhift into hun two venemous adders.,in ſterd of two 
pꝛetie birds,foz the litle bop to play with : but by the mercy 
and pzouidence of God, who detendeth umocentes which 
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arc /ine macula ante thromm Del, the pane childe was 
founde ſafe without hurt, clipping fatt the two ſakes in 
ech hand one. 

But this was not allſhe ſkath and ſo:row ſhe w2ought 
him, foz beſides this, when he came to mans ſkate any 
perfection, thoſe monſtrons toyles which were called 
Hercules labours , were deuiſed by her, and entopned to 
hum to perfozme and accompliſh . {he B2ttaine King 
Vortimer the ſorme of Vortiger, was popſoncdbyRawen 
his Dtepdame. 

The Saxen King , Edward the ſorme of . 
killed on his hozſcbacke by procurement of Elptreda his 
deceaſcd Fathers wife , becauſe ſhe would haue her ſonne 
Echeldred ing. But might there be no moze examples 
b:ought fo:th of the uke bad dealinges in fozmer ages, 
then ſuch as are onely remftred of EKinges * Oz be there 
not in our pꝛeſent age many mcanet miſchieuous dealings 
of as bad teſtimotue fo; this purpoſe: No doubt yrs; but 
this 1s enough to enfozce any indeſſerent man to be of 
this opuuon: that as an cutll man map bee compared 
with manite wormen that be counted god, fo doth a Step⸗ 
dame little differ from the iuſt p2opo2tion of an ttull wor 
mm. And often times the hatred both of the one and the 
other, is boꝛne againſt them that be godenen ſoꝛ truth o: 
gaancfle ſake, 

CTruely enough it map ber ſayde after the ſentente of 
ſome wiſe men, There is no euill more greeuous than 
a Step- mother. It was therefoze o2dapned as a lawe 
by Charondas a lawe giuer among the Oxectans, that 
Whoſoeuer brought vnto his children 2 Stepmo- 
ther, the ſame father ſhould be without the — 
and reputation of bearing ame office in the common 
vealth. Nepther was hie tudgement oꝛ opinten herretn 
to be thought ſingular oz pꝛiuate, which was recetued as 
an inutolable lawe to a wife Nation ., And of the ttke 
minde was Euripides the Philoſopher a man counted 
of no leſſe wiſedome and lame, when hee ſayde: Q. 
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kiberu furs N onvercars ſupermdaxit , non honore dig, ſed 
fam ſit, ul pote diſſent ions author hat is to ſay, who fo 
bztngeth.a Stepdame vppon his childaen, lette hum not bee 
— but rather counted infa- 


—— King of Arcadia, bzmging a Stepdame vnto 
bis child;en , ſhee w2ought fo, that trſhozte ſpace ſhee p20- 
cured the epes of ſome of them to bee put ont . Foz the 
which acte God was diſpleaſed wyth him, ard deprined the 
King of his owne ſight, and fo2 a wozſe puntſhment , when 
focuer he ſhoulde go to his meate , there did vſnally come 
ecrtaine cruell birdes o: ſpirites lie Hareptes , to ſcratch 
the meate out of his handes and mouth , whereby hee was 
— IT that her uucd not leng tyme 

The wozde Stepdome is not of vnkinde cafling , but of 
harde and injurrous dealing. Foz we can not truely call 
her a mother, who ſhe weth her ſelle rather a perfecuter then 
a Nurſe and comfozter , It is a ſaying, a: refolute Sen 
tence of hym that ye call Pailter of the Sentenres , e 
ſm ſilij ſanitor uns qui loca tenent Janitornm, ſtd qui m 

tur opera ſantt orum, 
Theſe be not the ſormes of holy men o: ſuicteſſoꝛs of ho- 
ly Biſhops that oceupre their Seates and plates, but ſuch 
as followe thcir ſteppes anddoings. Ltkewiſc we may ſap 
theſe be not mothers, becanſe they be coupled wth fathers, 
but ſuch are to be called mothers , as ſuccede them in mo⸗ 
therly dealmg and kindeneſſe But that is not agreeable 
unto the nature and pꝛopertie of a ſtepmother : who fo2 the 
molt part is enclined rather vrder the ſhape ard milde looks 
of a Doue, to beare at length the ftinging tayte of a 2co2- 
pion . 

Then what is the remedie? Cnen as there be mame 
etulles done oz bozne with vnder the name of Juſtice, ſo 
wate not howe we may reſiſt 02 auoide theſe ſrrd2zie mcon- 
uenicnces hatched ard ſhowed vnder the name and ſo- 
lenuntie of marriage But this is to be wilhed , 2 — 
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thcrs in ſuch cafe ſhoulde ſome what ſtriue to maiſter their 
owne lieſhly aifections , that they doe auaide ſuch miſchiels 
As be-ouer derte bought , Gccleſiaft ſaieth, A wiſe man 


bath his cves ui his head, and not in the groind, noꝛ below 


the girdle, that is to ſay, he hach reg irde to waule Health, 
ad concoꝛde of his houſe, and other ghoſtly god of his ſa 


milie if he will. Thich otherwiſe boch redounde the moꝛe 
vnto his blame and Unneſull defanite . It is a 2ying of 
. @aint Gzegozie: Non poreſs efſe paitoris excuſotio, i lu- 


pus Ones comma & paſtor neſcit . Jt can not bee a ſuffi- 


. cient excuſe foz a Paſonr oz Oouernotir, when his flocke 


is deuoured by the Wolfe to (ue hee knewe not of it. And 
when childzen are infected wyth grudgiag mallice , diſſen⸗ 
tion, and diſobedience, bꝛought quite out of kunde lie lone 
and fauour : and depʒꝛiued of ſich comto:te and benefite as 
othcrwiſe might come vnto them, it is not a full excuſe 
fo: the father to ſaie: It was her doing, and not mme. 
3 founde beſt caſe o contentment , by mmer fo: to 
beaxe the ſway, audfoz to haue her ouune will. © — 
It was > foztune, auld who may reſiſte the oꝛdina 
of SOD? Fozſath a goezlc crcuſe, by — 
when her doth blame GO D fo: his owne fancie and 
follic , and imputeth the laulte of his farewell to Foztune, 
which wꝛought no moze in his matter then the Croſſe in 
8 oz the Paſquill at Rome . A ell doth he 
velcrue the repzehenſian of Chawecr la this peece of neeter 


He that buildeth his houſe all of Sallowes, 

And pricketh his hlinde horſe ouer the fallow es, 
And ſuffreth his wife to goe (ceke hallowes, 

Is worthy &c, 


But this laying ſeemes to light fo? the greatnes of ſome 
mens cxpedation. Let them take this of moze waight and 
gramtie out of S. Pat. 18. De homuns illi per quem ſcanda- 
lum venit expedit + mols aqaria in collo eius, 
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G4. Wre {Fur 7 pro fndum mary . Woe bee vntoha ec 
man by waome oftences come, it were bettet iliar a 
milttone be Hanged about his necke, and he drowned 
in the :z0:tome of the Sea, Laſtly, to conclude an this 
pouite bꝛiedy with theſe leww vooꝛdes, rom whence come 
theſe ciull irmtcs 21d eftectes of a S tepdame, but trom the 
will and affen of hun th nught haue auoided them, 02 
els had it in his power to reſiſt, erxpell, oz moderate them: 


CH AP. VII. 
Tnat Stepdames ought not to bee priuy or falſe accu- 
- ſervof their hutbagds clldren, 
AY He meft winble and cumung dice plaiers,ate not wont 

altogetycr to truſt to their lucky caſting and god chan 
tes of the dice, whereby to make the beſt game of the ſkill, 
but do finde it often a pꝛincipall helpe and furtheranace if 
they can carrie the gayne and game away with lyuig, fa- 
cing and periur p. As woemen by nature are all counted 
weake : ſo ſome of them are bozne malicious beyond mea 
lure : eſpeciallv if they come in place where they may cffe- 
cually vtter it: Hereof it commeth that ſtepdames pee 
ualle much in b2inging their unurions purpoſe to paſſe, by 
ſoꝛging lautes in their huſbandes childꝛen. by launching 
out lves and by facing out of loꝛgerv. As backcbiting, ly- 
mg, and ſlattei ing, art alwayes founde ſwoꝛne compant- 
ons together, ſo gav gloſmg, ſupplanting of fauour , and 
faile accuſing, are ſeldome ſeperate from ſtepdames, that 
can wing out hereof much commodity at their fingers 
ends, 

Thev that trauaile Wem delertes haue nerd to 
ke to themſelues and beware of ſur pʒꝛuſung of lions, bears, 
aud tygres: But at home in Citties and pꝛiuate countrey 
houſcs , ſome fe!!ic haue as much neode to take herde of pꝛi⸗ 
up llanderous reports, tale accuſers and uvndermmers, 
they that bee of tits pꝛaduſe haue not vet learned oꝛ well 
bozne away this n:o fall and diuine pꝛrtept, C 2941164 nan 
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vis fieri alteri ne feceris, That which wouldeſt not haue 
done to thee, doe not to another, we ought to meaſure o⸗ 
ther mens p2ofite 02 hurte, fo:ce oꝛ infirmity, faultes 02 
well deſerumgs by dur owne. The Canoniſt ſaveth, Aer 
falty eft on ills lat is falſ teſt imonry 4 fit anime notabi- 
liter iniuſte nocends ia hon — aut tempor Abu, 
(chat is) All bearing of falle witnefle , is finne vnto 
death, if it bet done of a minde much to hutt another 
wrongfully in his temporall goods or ſpiritually, 
What is the purpoſe 02 intent of a Stepdame, when by 
fo:ging falſe accuſations and wꝛong interpꝛetation c. con- 
ſtructions of wo2des pꝛuuly: ſhe bungeth thoſe lden 
to be abiected and caſt off, that haue not deſeruedt* | but 
onely becauſe as a ©tepdame ſhe woulde ſteppe bet vnc 
and defraude them of ſuch goods oꝛ bene fites as her greedy 
appetite will not ſixffer her to fogoe :? is it deadly ſane? 
Let it bee ſo: ſhe carcth little ſoꝛ that, ſo ſhee may haue 
her will and ſatiſfie her couetouſnefſe and luſty deſire. 
But it is tearmed deadly, becauſc it laieth the Soule, 
pea, but thee is ſo wiſe and well armed, that ſher dꝛeadeti 
not, and of ſo harde a conſcience that ſhee feeleth no ſuch 
wounde. I ſuppoſe her armed in this action and pꝛoperty, 
becauſe Salomon ſapeth, Who ſo beateth falſe witneſſe 
againſt his neighbour hee or ſhee, is a verie ſpeare a 
ſw orde ot a ſharp arrowe, What is meant herebp,other 
then that the derdes of ſuch bee pearcing and perillous , but 
that he fatleth vertu them which chaumnceth many times to 
the fooliſhe aud tnaduiſed, that hurt them ſelues with the 
ſame edge toole, herewith they ſtrike 02 pꝛicke at others, 
The twentie ſire Chapter of the Pꝛouerbes noteth the 
maner and vſage of the une folke, reſembling oꝛ compa- 
ring them to forme nage miſchicuous manſlear, that 
ſhooteth deadly or poiſoned arrowes and dartes out 
of a priuy — for ſo dealeth a difſembler or priuy 
bicer with his neighbour, Jf you wil know how actepta⸗ 
ble and well pleaſmg vito God theſe make-bates and falfe 
accuſers be, whether they bee Stepmothers,ſubozned pꝛac⸗ 


ticers, 
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tiers, malignant contriuers, 02 others, vou may bela ue 
the ſirt of the P2zoucrbes in theſe wozdes : A diſlembling 
tongue, a falle v itnes that bringeth vp lies and ſuch a 
oue as (owe ih d cord among brethren, theſe be ſuch 
as the Lorde hateth. 

Ard although Cod of his merty, c further reſpec of re- 
uenge, doth loꝛbeare and deferre the puniſhment of many 
iniquittes, which are reſerued to hiniſelſe and not ſeverely 
crecuted by any Juſtice in this woꝛlde, pet ſometimes it 
picaſcth hum foz mans warning and inftruction, to giue to- 
kens of his duune pleafure fo; ach offences that be wicked 
and vmuſt. J meane falſe accuſing and wrong ſurmiſing, 
you map trade the repoꝛts of ſundzie witers, that doe wit- 
neſſe a wonderfull woꝛke of God wꝛought vpon a woman 
ol nobility, foz a like offence committedrather but oflight- 
neſſe andrawnes, then of purpoſed mallice to hurt any per- 
ſon therewith. And becauſe particular mens woꝛdes be of- 
ten times diſtruſted, J will dire you to a ſenſible teſtimo, 
ny, whercofa multitude no doubt till this dap are aline to 
be cie witneſſes, At the Ponaſtery of Loſdune beſides 
Delphe in Holland, is the Tome of the Lady Pargeret 
Counteſſe, ſo miraculons to be remembzed, whereuppon 
is, 02 of late yeares was an Epitaph mitten 02 engrauen 
thus, 


Here lieth Margeret the daughter of Florentius 
Earl of Holland, & of Maudeline his wife, who wa sthe 
daughter of Henry duke of Brabant, which Margeret 
beign of the age of forty two years An. 1 256, on good 
Friday at nine of the clocke died, being in travaile 
brought forth confuſed or myngled male and female, 
one with another 364, children at one birth togeth er, 
which as ſoone as they had all receiued baptiſme of 
the Biſhop, in the preſence of a great company of ge- 
tlemen and head officers of the countrey, al the males 
being called by the name of Tohn,& the females Ioan, 
they cucry one of them with their mother departed 
this lite. their Sole to live etetaall with God, whoſe 
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bodies lie buried here vader this marble tone, 

Che occaſion whereuppon it pleaſcd God to ſhewe his 
miraculous power vpon this Lady in this manner is with 
the reſt repoztedto ber, foz that wirhm certame monethes 
befoze, a pe woman bearing in her armes twa childzeyt 
ofo ne burden, and begging her dcuotion , thee did diſdate 
fully defame oz rather fallly accuſe her of miſliuing : ſaping 
that it was not poſſible oꝛ likely, that ſhe ſhoulde haue two 
childzen lawfully at one birth, whereuppon tt is ſaide, the 
pee woman pꝛaid God that the Lady might haue as ma- 
ny chiltzen at a burden as there bee daies in the pare, 
Which accident did not much faileto verifie the duune p20- 
mile vttercd in the ninth of the Pzouerbs. Ihe innocent 
dealing of the wit,thal lead or deliver them, but the 
vnfaithfulnes of the deſpiſers ſhalbe their ende ot de- 
Uruction. 

The truth of the matter ſecmeth as open and tuident as 
a werte in a mans face, Che perſons be named, the place 
is noted, and none of theſe obſcure, 


CHAP, VIII. 
That Stepmothers ought not to ſupplant or procure 
diſheriting of their huſbands eldeſt Sonucs. 


D Joniſins king of Cicfll, when he ſaw bis mother who 

was well ſtept-in peres, to haue gotten hir an other 
huſband, and therby to bzing ber ſobziety and former chaſt 
dehautour in queſtion, gaue fozth this ſentence vppon that 
action of her liking, ſaping: Truely my friends wee may 
violate and break the lawes © four countrey and per- 
haps eſcape vnpuniſhed, but my mother would break 
the law of nature and that is cither impoſſible or in- 
conuenient for her to doe. But king Dioniſius was 
not in the caſe to complaine of thoſe etuls and inconuenien- 
ces which are wont to ſucceede of ſecond mariages, he ſtod 
not at his mother deuotion, neither might it much pzetw 
dice him by her mariage:onely be ſeemed to blame her faz 


— 


The Nightcrowe: 33 


to bzeak the law ofnature, which is the firme 
law, by abandoning hir ſelfe to the fleſh at thoſe verres,and 
by entring into a purpoſe that is wont to alienatc natural 
{one,and to alter motherly affection: changing them both 
perhaps ſa their cõtraries. And to ſay the ti oth, ſoꝛ 5 maſt 
part chudzen haue not ſo muci cauſe to dilitke with their 
owne mothers ſecond mar ung, as with their fathers: ſee» 
ing by the viteaſe of the Father they haue that which per- 
taineth, oz they might looke foz: but not ſo when the mo⸗ 
ther departeth firſt, Fo2 in that caſe there is a new woꝛldo 
towards, and a turmng of al vpſice doume, il the Father be 
not conſtant in obſeruing the law of nature, and pzouident 
tn auoiding ſuch euils and hinder antes, as by another mar- 
rying are like to enſue to his pocſent childzen, Aſalreris e- 
mulatio tot am tur bat domum, (aith Plautus, the conetous 
end contentious endeuour of a Stepmother, will make all 
bis childzen ſing woe and weale away, ſhe purpoſcth to be- 
ftow her time andnight woꝛke ſo well, that ſhe will raiſe 
bppe new plants and fruite that ſhall ſoone be ripe, but in 
the meane time ſhe wilbe ſo bolde, as to crop the others and 
to keepe them as much as ſhe canfrom any god increaſe, & 
ur this at length perhaps vtterly to ſupplant and plucke 
them vp quite by the rotes. But ſoft you dame ſtay the b2t- 
ide a lohile,and let mee joke if all be well foz pour ſarer ſit- 
ting. J wot a womans wiledom is foz the moſt in her wil, 
and her conſctence in her cubboꝛd. J may graunt pour ver- 
tue and honeſtp to be much, but Eccleſtaſticus ſateth: cher 
is no wickednes to the wickednes of a woman,Are pon 
maried: J aſke pon berauſe wer finde ſome maxiages godly 
and ſome no moze then honeſt, ſome to bee wicked , and 
ſome ſcarcely god, ſome well approned,and ſome no moꝛe 
then tollerable, ſome bce Bigamy by marrying one wo- 
man, and ſome marie twiſe ſo one wife, but all men moſt 
confeſſe it is a badde matrimoauy; that is not better then 
whoꝛedome oz fozatcatton. Can pou lane your huſbande 
and hate his childzens Can you hono; him o2 vow to ſerke 


his honeſty by vudoing them: W -" 
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of pour cbetience, when by all grants you can, pou 
make him to obay and followe your uuurious will 2 ire 
vou a Ch:iſtian bp pꝛoleſſion, ard pet in woꝛkis will (ew 
pour ſelle wozle then a Turke of Th ace o: Conſtanti- 
nopie, that will not pexſecute Chaiſtian uuants, but non⸗ 
riſh and dꝛing them vp? are pou recciued to be endewed bp 
the law, and yet will waſtie to abuance your part with 
the fpotle and imponerifhing of tem whom rather you 
are boumd by honeſty to defend? ¶ To get as much as pou 
tan to pour ſhare by fattery and intury: this pou (ſay is 
pour confcience,and this is your counſcll : truly it is but a 
Gy counſcil, and ſecond conſcience meete fo2 a ſecond mar- 
riage. Foz there is another marriage to be pꝛeſerted be- 
fo:e pours: and yet J acknowledge yours to bee lawfull 
and toticrable. And that is the firſt marriage of the two 
fingle pcrſons, by the whech is figured tho vmon of Chiſt 
with the Church his ſpouſe, and therewithall gnified the 
deume lone,comfozt, and faithfulnefſe towards the ſame, 
Which Church our Samour did ſanaify and clenſe by his 
holy Sacraments in ſuch wiſe as hee might banc it withs 
out fpotte az wankle. And if ſo pure andimmaculate a 
thing be figuredn2 ſigfied by the firſt marriage, it nuiſt 
ſallo w that the (ame marriage is without ſpotte 02 rcp2c- 
benfion, which 16 moze then tbe ſccond map well bee aſſu⸗ 
rrd of, as map appeare by theſe reaſons, ltelthootes and 
allegatrons followmg. 


To the firſt marriage did appertaine that Cct le ſia ſti⸗ 
call bieſſing which in agrrat p irt of Chaiſtiandeme is vſcd 
till this dap, the (ane alwates being denved to the ſecund aa 
third marriage. u bere J conſtantty beterch as many 
as wauid be counted prafeſſv2s q ſauqc ps of truth, abhoꝛ⸗ 
ring to ſupp2efle og deny it, that they will beare with me in 
Ettmg downer theſe few places of teſtunony, being true: 
from whence ſoe ner tbep come. 

Itis well knowne that fo: the moſt part both in the 
Latix Orecke church, fil this dap in moſt places they ad- 
| married 
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marrved twice, wherby he is called Bigamus , andthere- 
kaze reieacd. 

By the Councell of Neoceſaria Can. ;. i was confulted 
vpon and decreed cozieerning thoſe men who marry ſundꝛie 
times,and likewife of the women that marry ſimdꝛ y tunes. 
temps quidens penis ent ia bis conſtit utum manifeſt un e/agſed 
conuer ſatio & fides corum temps abbrexiat , Alſo by the 
ſame Councell Tan. 7 .it wig decreede, concluded, and eſta 
blſhed ſoꝛ an vn uerſall law, That a pueſt ought not to bee 
p:eſent at the feaft 02 bꝛidale of the ſecond oꝛ thirdmariage, 
ſpecially ſeeing he is co:mmanded to emoyne repentance to 
the ſecond marriage. C crit presbyter qui propter 
conminium illus con ſenttat nuptys , that is, what pꝛieſt then 
will fo2 the feaſt oꝛ Zumncrs ſake ſeeme to conſent vnto that 
marriage: Saith the reſt of the Canon: Wick, we wil ad⸗ 
mit this to be true, and that there is, 02 bath bin ſuch a pꝛe⸗ 
ciſeneſſe vied, but percaſc not meant altagether in deroga- 
tion oꝛ diſabling of the ſecond marriage, but rather tocom- 
mend the firſt , and to aduance the dignitie of ectleſtaſtic ail 
anders. S. Hierome in an epeſtle witten to a Lady oꝛ gen - 
tie wom m, whole name was Ageruthia hath theſe waꝛds. 
Cum in ſemente terra bong cente imum c ſexageſimun c 
trictſimum fruiinm Engngelia doc tant, & cent enarius pro 
virginitat u corona, primn gradum tene et ſexagenarine pro 
labore viduarum, in ſec undo ſit numero, tricenarins fracra 
nuptiarum, ipſa d gitorum commnttione teſtetur Digamia 
in qus erit numero, imo extra namerum, cer tein bona terra 
non orrt ur, ſed is verrihus & ſpinet a d ulptum, que Herodie 
amp. me comparanter, vt in co ſe putet eſſe laudabilem 4 
ſcortis mel:or ſit - (i publicanorum vc timas ſureret ini ſit 
pro ſt ut a non plur ib: that 1, Whereas the Golpell tea- 
cheth o2 mentianeth of a humdzed folve fruit, ſirtie folde, and 
thirtic ſolde to come of the ſerdc ſowne in god ground, and 
that the hende e d lolde hede the firſt and chiefe degree to2 the 
crowne of urgimtie, the ſirtie folde the (econd degree fo2 the 
tabour and god wozke of widowes, the thirtie lade ſignif 
eth a rewarde ſo the true — made 
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by jopning hands . The ſtate of Digamie oz ſuch as mur: 
ry twile, in what degree oz munber be they: In derde they 
are in none, ſering it groweth not in god grounde , but in 
buſhes and thoꝛnes, which are compared to the wicked 
Herodi u, that might thinke her ſelle laudable in this point, 
if ſhe be ſomwhat better the thep that be naught, if ſhe ferns 
one mans tune, + not many. Diuers 4 ſundzp other pzoofs, 
reaſons,+ likeihodes might be bzought, that woulbe ſhaks 
and qualſle the very formbatton of a Stepdames ouer great 
reckoning and pzeſumption , but this ſhall ſuffice fo; this 
turne , That which map be gathered of the abourmentio- 
ned places of teſtimony, ff it be well conſidered and weigh- 
ed in the ballance of a mans chiſten conſcience , I doubt 
not, but that any fathcr,Canding in this caſe(of ſuch as haue 
ficrible hearts, and be not ouermuch hardened ) will at the 
length dane both an outward and mward reſpec vnto the 
qualttie , dignttie , and pzeeminence of the firſt marriage, 
and like wile the iſſue thereof : yea, and whatſoever he thin 
keth a while, there is ſuch a remozce to be had herein, ſpeti⸗ 
aly if be haue miured the firſf,as wil make hes pulſes wk, 
and his heart to op teares, i that be enough . Which re- 
moꝛte and rememb2ance of himſefmay be dzawme and de⸗ 
riued, euen from example and experience in our firſt fathers 
the patriarchs and faithfull ſeruants of God. 
The Biſhop of Wurmace, Doctoz Bourchard, in his 
common places of the decrees, and counſelles Eccleſiaſtike, 
alleadgeth this, as the woꝛdes of Saint Hierome : Ebrow 
dicut ir eſſe crmit 8 trinm virorum cc. Ebꝛon G ſaite to be 
the Cittie of the thae men, becauſe in the ſame were buri⸗ 
ed the ther Patriarchs there, in a double cane, with they? 
ther wines: to wit, Abzaham and Sara, Iſaac and Rebec- 
ca, Jacob and Lea. They had other wines, of home ap- 
peares not the like regard:but theſe were the firſt, to whoſe 
olſpꝛing the bleſſing was due, and by whoſe fruitefulnes the 
deretage of the faithful,and the faith it ſelfe was maintened 
and vpbolden bp pꝛopagation and ſpzeading vnto the poſte- 
ritic from whom we clapme. 1 
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Anſwerabie to thus Tobias ſad to his ſor, Cem accepe- 
rit deus ama mean H. MNhen COD ſhall receiue my 
ſotile, thou ſhalt bury my body, andhonour thy mother al 
the dayes of tes life : and when ſhe hath likewiſe accom- 
pliſhed her tune, thou ſhalt bury der harde by me in one fe. 
pulchze . Saint Augultine herenppon bath theſe 
In primo connabio con:wnlt1 quia vu & cadem caro eft , ” 
vno ſeprlohro ſepeliantxr, They that in the firſt marriage 
be toined togither, fozaſtnuch as then be one and the ſame 
lieſh it is meet they be buried in one graue ozſepulch2e., Ic 
the examples of the patriarks+ the counſel of þ holy docto:s 
do perſuade and induce to bʒing the deceaſed fathers to their 
firſt (pouſes,o; the firſt eſpouſed to them in burtalles , what 
hoid we gather bereof., but perfection, valibitie , and di- 
tine allowing of the one: weakenefle,clement tolleration, 
and ſcantie commmending of the other. 

With what conſtence then may the woman of the ſc- 
cond marriage intare the firft,by a ſupplanting dʒut and in 


Could come towards theſon from bis father, and at length 
fripping him of the blefſing,birthzight,and heretage due bu 
the right oflaws,nature, and ſo great antiquitie . Woulde 
the h:0wbe hir wicked woꝛking and wrong doing vnbcr 
the erample of Rebecca defrauding Cſau of the bleſſing duo 
vnto the eldeft ſormo:? No, ſhe can not, foz that the caſes 
be not like . Rebecca was the firſt wife, andEſaus own 
mother: and alſo it came of the will and pꝛotudenct of Cod 
ſince reuealed , who knewe befoze what was ne«defull to 
be dane fo2 the helpe of bis Church, the planting of his faith 
and the encreaſe of bis glozie . But as foz the vſuall ſoꝛte 
of Stepdames, I wote with what Spirite they be endo- 
wed and wirected, who can not ſo well chalenge to them the 
though they be called wines.The is the a w2ong doer by p- 
dmuerſal law of cities i matrons, which ſaith: cy pletari »5. 
Ae bet aligns 6% alterius inturia vel ia dura: no man no; wo- 


mi ought wich theſclues with the w; og oz loſle of _ 


douour of bir part: firſtrotng out all kindely god will that 
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But the diuine la we, whoſe ſentence is moſt to be dꝛea⸗ 
ded, gyueth a harde conſtruction, and a moꝛe ſcuere tudge- 
ment agauilt any Stepdame and hir complices in the hyke 
w2ongfull acmon , as appearcth in Cccleſir . 34, Who ſo 
hren is neighbour of is kung doth as great ſine 
hee ſie we dym to death. J trowe fhe will not 

bir huſbands ſorme to be hir neighbour 'very neare m 
this meaning . Wherefoze, not to be ouer tedious in this 
point, as ye haue heard befoze, the ſentence of the heauenlie 
Ling agaunſt the uuurious woman, deuuered by the truunp 
of the holy Ghalt , euen ſo let the wdgement of the earth lie 
Cmperour Parcus Aureuus agan{t thc unſadulſed father 
be digeſted as a pleaſant repꝛehenſion, and pꝛoſitable admo- 
nition , which is thus . He is a folc that taketh counſel of 
a woman, he moze foole that aſkcth it, but he moſt fooke 
that ſulfilleth it. 


CHAP, IX, 
That diſheriting of the eldeſt ſonne is an ate veric 
wrongfull and vngodly. 


O He ol the Romane Emperours, though namcleſſe, be- 
cauſe he was vicious , pet did he oꝛdame ſundꝛy lawes 
that ampozted great iuftice and hinnaritie: namelv, a⸗ 
mongeſt the reſt this one, That no Romane whatſoeuer 
ſhould caſt ont of his dozes,any ſeruant, ſlaue, hoꝛſe, oꝛ o- 
ther beaſt, were it but a dogge, fo2 olde age, ſickeneſſe, 02 as 
ny infirmitte, grounding and confirming his law with this 
reaſon : that men ſerue from their youth, to be ſuctoured 
when they come to olde age. buunanitre and Juſtice are fo 
ſo particulariy nerdiull in the 


vniucrſally connnendable, and | 

lule of man, that we may daaw infinite cramples of the ob- 
ſerumg 4 due regard therof,coen from Paynims 2 infidcls, 
which is the lee to be maruelled at by this faying of Stra⸗ 
bo: Mortalit maxime Dees imitartur quomam bene- 
focr ſunt , All people doe followe the pꝛopertte and goods 
neſſe of GOD, becauſe he is full of good dooing. TW Herof 
comcs the pzourrb, tomy bomins deus. mu is a god to v 
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Pea tuffice is ſo naturall 4 expedient in humane dealings, 
that it is obſerned and religionfly regarded euen towardes 
enemies, and not without god cauſe, ſith as Saint Ch:ſo- 
fome ſavth, luſtitia eſt radix vitæ: Rightfull dealingis 
the roote of mans life. Which as it deſerueth commen- 
dation, and is of all mankinde to be embzaced, ſo the con 
trarie thereof, which is imury and w2ong-doing is no lefſe 
to be eſchewed, Fo? accozding to the ſaying of S. Auguſt. 
bb. 2, Ciu. Des Nubil bomint tam inmicum quam rw 54h 
There is nothing ſo much an enemie to man, as is In- 
iuſtice and doving of wrong, Then is it verie vmmeete 
tat one man ſhould vſe it towardes an other. But howe 
much moze tnconuenient foz a Parent, toſhewe and per- 
fo:me towardes his owne ſonne. But you will 
ſay, that a Father hath eyther ſuch authozitie ouer his ſon, 
o2 ſuch intereft in that which he poſſeſſeth , and is counted 
bis owne , that in ſuch behalfe hee can not doe his ſorne 
wꝛong, which is to be p2eened to the contrarie : and the 
wꝛong to be ſo much the greater as there is betweene them 
Porimitie and neercneſſe of friendthip , conſtitute and ap- 
pointed by the lawe of nature . And therefoze as that law 
decreeeth in all ſoztes of thinges that the firft ſowen ſhould 
be firft ripe,and the firſt ſet, firſt to flourith oꝛ ware greene, 
ſo the law of reaſon willeth, that he that firſt cometh ſhould 
be firſt ſped, ſeeing by nature he is enioyned firſt to depart. 
And as nature in all her wozkes foz the moſt part ſeemeth 
to make ſome one thing to be chiefe befoze all p reff, where- 
by the ſame is, and the rather continneth , ſo reaſon in the 
oꝛder of a ſamulv, which is an imitation of a tate ciule, o: 
bodie polliticke, perſwadeth of erperience x necefſitte , that 
there be one before the ref as chiefe. MU hereby may ber 
conſerued that benutie of Tinitie, arid harmony of cord, 
which the almightie in his creation fo woorderſully and di⸗ 
ucrſcly teacheth, and our Satuout him ſelſe fo carefully and 
ſpecially commended to his flocke : and bereof feemeth to 
come that pzeeminence oꝛ moze ſpeciall regard , which the 
ue of Godinthe obve teſfathrent appointed to his people 
= the 
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the Jſraelitcs, to bs obſerucd te wardcs the firſt brgotten 
luke wiſe ſomwhat 


ſorme, and concerning other dinnbe cvea- 
tures which firſt were bzaught fo2th into the woꝛld. 

By the auncient lawe of the Its, the eldeſt had 
bubble ſo much as the others of the Fathcrs gods, and 
alone to the cldc pertapmed the bleſſing of the Father 
where with ſhould ſ@&me alwayes the heritage to goe and 
ſucttede: as the wall of God m Deut. 2 3, 
Thou ſhalt not make the ſonne of the leconde u ife 
heire, befo e him that is firft borne, though his mo- 
ther were hated, For to him belongeth the right of 
the firlt borne. 

The Patriarkes and others the ſcruantes of God ,al 
though by duune reuelation and other notice of the will of 
God they were ccrtified that they might marry many 0z 
ſundzy wines at one time, pct dio thep exclude from their 
heritage and pꝛerogatiue of the bleſſing , ak the chudaen of 
thoſe ſecondatie and after marriages , this appearcth by 
Cen. 21. The Sonne of the bonde woman (hall not be 
heire with my fonne Haac, Pet he was the cldeft , but 
was not the ſonme of the firſt marriage. Alſo an heire is 
the wozke and inſtitution ol nature, and heritage is dew to 
the lone by nature, therefoze it is ſo dewe that hee muſt 
nerdes haue it: ſerng thoſe thinges which come by nature 
oꝛ be naturall are not mutable, oꝛ to be chaunged, Pozco- 
2 which in a manner with all Nations 

bee ts the kae ox of the awe Gatiouall,, be- 
7 — purged And that Father who 
maketh an other heire than is by theſs authozitics appoin- 
ted, can not but erpꝛeſſe hiunſelfe rebel in dilobeping 4 con- 


| diſpꝛarſed 
nen. 
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Hierame lapth : The younger befo2e the eder, the later of 
tum beloꝛe prime gem ſo much tendered and reſpected? 
Now as the greateſt intury a Father tan do to bis forme 
is to diſherite hun, ſo is it the moſt repzochfull blot oz dam 
mage to ſuffer the amy ⁊ diſcredite of diſheriſon. Foz ii 
he be wozthy to be diſherited in his fathers houſe , bee may 
be thought not wonthy to dꝛawe bzeath out of it: ſ that 
be ought to be comumced faulty in thoſe crimes 4 hainous 
offences which be cither repugnant to the dutie of a child, o 
not merte fo2 þ p2ofeſſion of a chiſtian. Namely if he ſtrike 
oꝛ offer violence to his Father. If he oppzeſſcth him with 
ſome great w2ong. If be ſerke his death o2 deſtruction by 
poyloning 02 otherwiſe, If he lye with his fathers wife. 31 
he will not ſuffer his father to make his will. If he be not 
of the true and Catholike fapth , but is comunced to be an 
Hereticke , whereby his life and heritage is in hazard. Oz 
if be refuſe to ſuccour anddeliuer bis father out of pꝛiſon by 
his ſaertiſhip , n if hee fallowe the trade and company of 
ſuch perſons as in the lawe be counted feet, as wee ſap 
infamous, vile, and molt diſhoneſt, as Juglers, Dozcerers, 
Conturers, Therues, and Pirates. Oz if the Father offe- 
ring him mate marriage vnder fine and twentie peares, 
he refuſeth it, and delightcth to liue contumally in whoze- 
dome, and filthie o2der of life , theſe be ( A ſuppoſe ) all the 
cauſes that the Ciuſll oꝛ Cccleſiaſticall lawes doe aſſigne. 
And pet doe ſome Doco2s of the Church make it a 
queſtion , whether a ſorme ought to be diſheritcd at all ſo: 
any of theſe cauſes , But all doe agree , that ſæing diſhe- 
riſon is of all others moſt odious , and vtterly contrarie 
to the office and dutie of nature a man ought not to fall 
to diſheriting , na pet 44 preteritionem, which is an o- 
mitting 02 putting out of the will, except it be fo2 the grea- 
teſt o: wo2lt deſcruinges by theſe cauſes. In which caſe of 
diſhcrating, there is noted this ſentence 02 twrgement of the 
holy Doda . Aug. Qaicungae ut exhberedato filio here- 
dem factre , Doc lor Eceleſiaſt ich querat alierũ qui cauſam 
ſuſeipiat non Auguſt ini, immo Des propgie newint innenict: 
© 2 Wha 
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who lo ener ( ſapeth he ) diſhertting his ſonne would make 
an other hetre, let hum ſerke an other Dodo of the Church 
to meddle with the cauſe , and not Auguſttne : but by the 
grace of God he ſhall finde none. But the iudgement of 


deauen which ts but one, 

If one bzother diſherite an other contraric to the will of 
the lather, may not the father by common equitte thercup⸗ 
on pꝛetend cauſe of diſheriting the vdiſheritoz 2 We are all 
b:others, and the ſormes of one heauenly father, We are 
all ſofraile, and gien to offende , that we are not fit touG 
herite, but rather ſhould feare to be diſherited. 


Neither næde we to bung fo2th any wiitten cramples- 


aumſwerable in this place, ſith wee haue eye teſtimonie in 
manner of common experience in many : who haue diſhe- 
rited, vndermined , 02 defrauded others, and thereby haus 
giuen an erample howe other men ſhould deale towardes 
them oꝛ theirs, and ſo at length haue bought with the ſame 
mealure they ſolde vnto others. 
A learned Doctoꝛ of this age, w2tting vpon the matter 
of Teſtamentes d Willes making, hath theſe wo:tes 
wozthie recitall. Pradentia & bonor un vi orum Conſ lia a- 
liquando ſuadeburt liberos mals; no». 0mnme exberedes ſcri- 
bendes eſſe : ſed in eis konorandum eſſe natnram gf 
portione a iure preſeripta, Is vero parentes non d pm ſunt 
aut parentum nomine, aut qui hac luce fruantur qui partes 
ſua a ſe proijcere & exponert andent, Wiſe dome and the 
counſaile of good men ( fapth he) will at one time or 
other perſw ade that euill children are not at all to bee 
diſherited, but that nature be honored in them, by let- 
ting them haue their lawefull portion appointed by 
the lawe, But thoſe Parents who caſt off Their children 
from them are not worthy the name of Parentes — 
ſca. ſe 
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ſcarſe to have the fruntion of this life. If this iudge 
ment be ſuch acco2ding to laws eccleſtaſticall and diume to- 
wards ſonnes lewdlp cnclined, 02 of ill behawour : how im- 
pious and vntuſt doth he thinke to be the deſheriting of ſuch 
as be honeſtliy ginen,, oz rather make teſtimarue of ſome 
vertue and valure. Vee haue heard befoze , that by ſome 
Impertall lawe aſſes and dogges were not to be caſt out of 
the doꝛes, and ſhall chꝛiſten men caſt out their owne ſons, 
to the repꝛoch and ſcoꝛnung of the wozlde 2 Aſſes map beare 
the waight and griefe of ſuch burdens, and dogges may a- 
wap to digeſt ſuch bones: but with the moſt ſozte of men. 
they are evthcr taken as Heaute at the heart as mil tones. 
o2 as venomous in the intrailes as poiſon : ſome haue peel 
ded themſelues wito deſporation of minte , and there vppon 
haue runne matde , Others haue addicted themſelues vnto 
damnable trades, as of robbery, piracie, conturation, trea- 
ſon, and others, in hatred of that bad vnkinde mind of their 
parents, haue fo:ſaken true Religion, and fallen into Pa- 
hometilfine, oz other peruerſe x rep2obate ſence of doctrine. 
Others that haue beene of moze credite oꝛ power, haue en- 
tred into moſt bla dy facs of warre and conſpiracies, wher- 
of haue enſued vncharitable b:otles , and moꝛe then vach2t- 
ftian contentions : all pzocerding from the rate of ſtoma⸗ 
ching the like iniurte, oz moze rather from the Juſkice of 
GD D, who would not leaue ſo high an example of in- 
tuſkice and wꝛong dwing vnpimiſhed. 

And although the ace of Dilheriſon is rare and mon- 
ſtrous among god men, pet ſuch as put it inpzaciſe, will 
thinke they may the rather doe it, becauſe others haue done 
tt befaze them. Tinis whome Seneca anſwercth, ſaping : 
There is no wickednes which a man may not finde taught 
by example, it he be ſo ready to followe it. 

Dome other fathers there be, who being caried away in- 
to parciauity and wong iudgement, by the perſwaſion of 
wanen (ol whoſe partes and pzactife von haue fufficientty 
heard) will pꝛetende, and lay vnto their ſormes charge, 
the accuſation of ill Religion: — 

W 3 
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leaſt bearing the name of Chziſtians , they be ſot perſe- 
cuters of the ſame , Jt isa.moze then fault to render etiil 
fo: god, on to reward vertue with puuthment , There⸗ 
loꝛe it is not ſaletie lo any father of meane knowicdge him 
ſcife to condemne his ſorme to diſheriſan in a difficult cæuſe: 
ſo much he map be deceiued and blinded by the w2ong per 
{waſions of a woman, and by other fine flatterie cffuppo- 
ſed friends. 

But if it would pleaſe ſuch a father as ts enclined by ame 
manner of meanes to diſherite his ſorme, to lake vnto him 
ſelle: and ſetting apart affection in matters of controuerfie, 
to weigh his owne cuill with his ownc god, no doubt her 
would:confeſle and ſap with the Poct: 

Peccantem danmare cuue, nam labimur omnes. 

Condemne not him that offendeth, for we al do offend 

He might ſe, that in his life he hath done but little good 
as he ſhould do. Jo wozks of vertue, none of charitie,none 
of true godlineſle , little of kindeneſſe, none of chaſtrtic, litle 
of trueth ,none of true faith, but rather all to the contrary, 
laying aſide mertte, and refuſing to vouchſafe and perfozme 


the effectes of ſogiueneſſe vnto bis owne ſorme , ſo nuch 


is his bnderſtanding peruerted, and his heart hardened, 
which, I feare me, map boade vnto anie father little gad. 
ſith it is the ſaping of Saint Bernard: 7 emo vm 
cordis duri, bomum habuit , niſi forts commiſerant Deus 
ab/tulit cor lapidewns & contulit carnewn , that is, Neuer 
any man gotte any gwd by his hard heart, wies peraduen 
ture when it pleaſeth © D D of bis infinite mertie to take 
_ — — — vnto him a heart of 


Then will hee ſer his owne cucrſight , in onutting to 
giue god cramples ol naturall lou and affection to his chil- 
—— — ͥ ́ e 
bis examples of vnkindnes, hard and 


dealing, and peruerting of 
oꝛder in his family, Then wil be find what ghoſtiy comfozt 
a peaccable x charitable mind haue in auoiding þ dangerous 
flames of wzath x mward diſquuctncs. man 
0 
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bowe beneficiall andhappte it had beene foz his chudꝛen. 
and how godlp and ſcemcly foz him ſelfe if hee had followed 
ſound counſaile, and the prompting of grace in diſobering 
thoſe his luſts and wilfuli liking, the ſeruing and plcaſing 
whereof, hath heaped vyon him thole euils, which he findc- 
deth now ſo hardly to be remembzed. And ſurther that gaz's 
ſhew ol a womans loue, which firſt was founded either v⸗ 
pon the hope and opuuon of his wealth, az of purpoſe to de 
lraude and dep2iue tis farſt chald2en of wwarde affection oz 
outward polſtbility, now will ſernie vading and vaniſhing 
uke the moone beloꝛe her change. Now wail tourne to his 
remenb2ance thoſe cauſcs of ſo:zrow and griefe which were 
gtuen to his own childꝛen, uy her malignity in banging ti ẽ 
out of his fauour into hatred and diſpleaſure : then will re⸗ 
moꝛſe of w2ong doing, ſpccially in ſupplanting and diſheri⸗ 
ting(ifany be compas him on cuery ſide, n the right had 
to ſæ how hie hath continued and caſt from him the due re⸗ 
gard and woꝛthineſſe of the firſk mariage. On the left hand 
how pꝛepoſterouſly he hath delt againſt nature + oꝛder pꝛe⸗ 
ferring the pleaſing of an imurious woman beſoze al lawes 
and dutifuil reſpects. Behind hum in calling to mind, how he 
hath left the pattern of an ill example ſoꝛ others, and a bad 
teſtunony of conſcience fo humſelfe, Befo2e him the oꝛderly 
dealing of all wiſe, godly, t pꝛotudent fathers cuident to his 
repꝛote and repꝛoche: Beneath him the deapth of due ſoꝛro⸗ 
wing and repentance, together with the panderous waight 
of his ſumes augmented by her ſpiuning, Aboue hun the 
hope of his merciſull fauour whoine he hath moſt offerded, 
and the crpectat@fo2 a heauenly inheritance fo2 himlelfe 
who taſobepd the diuine will, in moze then denying to an o⸗ 
ther his cartly po2tion. 
* CHAP. X. 

That procurors and counſailots of diſherifon, and all 

wrong doing, ought to make or procure reltitution, 


1} famous Duke Alcibiades comming to viſit Per 
a. man of equal fame, re 
4 — 
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bum at that time, becauſe he w2s bethinking himfelfe how 
to giue an account to the whole ſtate of Athens, then quoth 
Alctabiades, were it not rather better to demiſe howe pou 
map not giue an account at all. Although p:rchaunce Al- 
cibiades meaning was naught and coꝛrupte herem, yet 
his wo2ds be true, fo2 cuerie man kno\veth it is moꝛe ſafe- 
ty to ſhunne and auoide the caſc of rendꝛing accomps,then 
to bee charged and entangled therewith. Man that bath 
paſt his time in this woꝛlde, rather acco:ding to the appe⸗ 
tite of the fleſh and direction of his malicious and imurious, 
will then alter the counſaile of the fpirite and motion of 
grace, well and happy it were fo: him, if either his inno- 
cency were ſuch, as a ſmall reckoning befoze God woulde 
ſcrue, 02 his carcfull regarde in making a due account and 
reconciliation with God, were ſo truely perfourmed here 
in this woꝛlde, that he might finde the leſſe difficulty and 
daunger in the wo2de to come. But when will he perfozm 
it that differreth it from day to day,o2 rather from year to 
peare ? and when will hee goe about it, that will not begin 
tt till his ending day, oꝛ perhaps thinketh not of it at all. 
How perilleus a matter ſuch folke of their impietv oꝛ ne- 
gligence doe vouchſafe to their owne ſoule, this ſaping of 
Saint Auguſtine # ſer. de ſnnocen. might ſomewhat certi- 
fie them. The ſinner ſapeth he may take this ſoꝛ a ſure 
leſſon, that at the time of his death he ſhalbe vimndfull of 
him ſelle, who when hee lined was fo:getfull of God, and 
therefoze Saint aul to the Galathtans counſalleth vs 
with theſe woꝛdes: Dem tempus hab emu oper emur bony, 
Weohiles we haue time let vs woꝛke god, nap rather the 
malt part, haue neede to leaue emll and fall to repentance, 
It is not indugh to goe diligently to the Church, except the 
conſcience be in his due eſtate, the paiment of naughty mo- 
ny doth not diſcharge a mans debt, ſith the pincipall thing 
pertaining to man a2 betweene God and man ts conſcience 
as ſoꝛ god woꝛkes they be but things acceſſory, if the con- 
ſcience bee w2apped in ſinre, oꝛ thercby wounded to death, 
what ſorueramandoth, wevmay vonbt whether tt be ac 
cepta 
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teptable. Reſpexit dominus ad Abel c ad mwonera c. Ce. 4 
The Lozdhadreſpett to Abell and to his oblations, D good 
Cod, thou knoweft the multitude of offences which pzoceed 
from the naughty inclination of our own bodp,cuen of ſuch 
men as be counted honeſt and god men in the d. Full 
little nerdes any to augment the huge burden of their offen- 
ces, by outward w2ong doing , oz by partaking in the like 
offences of others, It hath bm befoze ſufficittly ſhe wed and 
p2oned,that birth2ight is right: ach as God humſetfe wil- 
let not to be wzonged, We are tolde by the ghoſtly aduer- 
tifement of ©cc1l.4 ; .WWho ſo depztueth his neighbour of his 
mung, doth as great ſine as thongh be flue dum to death. 
Then, no doubt, he that pzocureth oz counſelleth to take frõ 
another that which is bis, 02 cls is the means whereby it is 
— — — 
but are alſo bound to make reſtitutinm. Remember what 
our Santo: ſaith Pat.5. — ern winner 
ſimum quadrantem thou ſhalt not depart thence vntill thou 
ſhalt reſtoꝛe the laſt farthing. 
It is the common admonition of ſpirituall paſtozs, Von 
dumitt it ur peccatum, niſi reftituatar ablum. The ſinme of 
wꝛong doing is not foꝛgien, weile that be reſtozed which 
was taken away, If he be bound in the lawe to make refti- 
tution, that holds but a doue houſe to the knowen 4 etudent 
dammage of his neighboꝛs in their tone? how much rather 
be oz they that take away a whole ſhip lode by Sea, 02 a 
farm at land: but the w2ong of birthaight e inheritance dꝛa· 
— — — TR 
the matter ofreſtitution then a farme 
S. Aug. ib. ac Penitent. (aeth thus, Ad agendam peri- 
tentiam wn ſuffeft mores meling conmertere, & 4 malefa(l:; 
recedere, nifi de his qua f att a ſunt ſatisfaciar domino per pe- 
vitentiæ dolorem. To the perfozming of repentance, it is not 
enough fo! a man to change his manners, oꝛ to amend his 
life vnles he pleaſe God by a ſufficient ſoꝛroing of repen- 
fance , But it is hot meant hereby, that in perfozming due 
penance oz repentance it War a man to be ſozie. 


Foz 
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iether th vetho —ꝛ fave 


holy dots; ®:Amb2ole; who ſacth thug, 7/ure? inweas 4% 


innocent ian ſtrauserums quam qui VErem pennenttanss 
runt. I haue ſoumd moze that haue not hurt any man, 

which haue perfozmed der penarre oꝛ repentance. Oh, but 
ſome of theſe wang doers, and il couielloꝛs, o coadtuto;s,: 


To maintamelying., Abraham Iyed. Gen, 
But the holy halt ſaith in the Fial. 5, Ihou ſhalt 


dent oy all them that ſpeake lyes. 
Thou ſhalt not _ Thou ſhalt belle Egypt 
faith an other place. 


I came not to land ee but the ſword. Mat, 10, 

My peate I gine you peace I leaue iq you. lob. 14. 

He chat hatha conte let him iell it and byye him a 
{worde.. Luke, 22. 


He char eaketh- the ſworde val perith wich (he. 


ſword. Man- 

There tall be no needy perſon, nor begger among 
you, Dear; | #4 

The poareye ſhall have alwaics with r. 0 the 


And what wickedneſſe may thep not ber endes 0; 
nouriſhed in by theſe wozdes, /\'«/o mortem peggatorss, 
I will not the death of a Sinner. Ey ech. 18. 

He = worketh jniquitic (hall the ja the ſame. 

— Caith S. Paule) that man s iuſtifyed by 
fajth without the workes of the lav. Rom. 3, 


=_ an ama aA _- = 


ge 


— 


— 
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Butthe ſame ſprite ſacth; Cod ſhall rewarde every 
ä —ů———— Rom. 2. 
Vun truettis that — 0 anbignn- 
tie, we anght to ſullobor this rule, Vow errentio derbi, (ed 
verbs doſeri irt debent ingentions , that is, Me muſt not 
uneſt a mans mrunng ts the woꝛds q but the us ſyguld 
be bzeught to agrre unti the ſenſe 02 meaning. To returne 
Mate to the matter of tanely reſtitution, and oſ deferring 
the ſame, ©. Aug. bath theſe wozdes:7\ en 3nwer in qui. 
qe mllibag anne ſaluatur in frefue yep foelum latronews. I 
> not any where of any that wavfaund at che very 
endvgotivs lite, but only the therfe,,Alſoſame dunn 
ſaytb: they ibo deferre to perfozme the parts of repentance 
mull extreme mftrmitie come, be in the caſe of law De- 
foros cydeudes : where it is auudged that the tr ſhall be 
bia, whovegramwd it grem and was rte d: and not to be 
bis n whos ground it fell. o it ta to be thaught of lam 
who iu dong as be hun, lde by tua impentencie n ib diy 
— — — 
tus (abration-by ouer tate repentance c And many there 
perm arm pr re 
whicifis dew ſotrumm of heart, u -vouchſafe to 
| — — — 
uutß this reftiutution teaſt it &onld vtterly begger them 
thetr chumen ; 92. make themta be the — 
the woꝛld by ita Mu inch are fwitſhip cryeil, a2 cruell foles 
to their -ouwne ſouie , who chuſt rather the ſtats of danma- 
tion, than to be gateurd here lanth a little. peuertie. But let 
all vngodly w2ong dwers, and ſuch as get gods o; landen 
by hoke and by croke, together with their counſctio:s and 
alliſtents, not vtterly det ile ths hiſtozicall example leaſt it 
may happen to be vereũed in themſclues, 
Ant honius de F lorentia a Doo! of ſome confirmed cre- 
dite and lame, repozteth that there was a certame vſur oꝛ, 
who would not make reſtitution of the money gayned by 
intereſt: alleaging il he ſhould ſo doe, his childzen might go 
begge, 0; be ſent to the Hoſpttall. The father dyeth in the | 
G 2 ſame 


— — 
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ſame fate, his eldeſt ſorme ſucceeveth, and ia wilt will not 
reſtoze, The pormger bzother demande th hun part of thoſe 
gods and reſtozeth vnto the parties aſter the rate of hu 
poztton : the reſt that remapneth he giueth tu the pode, an 
entereth into the ſtate and trade of ſolitary fe. Sho;tip af 
whereupon was ſhewed to the 


He ſa 

— the ther; Heither tn that the lu ton; 
the cauſe of his danmation, becauſc it was fo; the loue and 
enriching of him ; that he did not make reftitutton of the 
money gapned dy vſurie 02 intereſt, The ſom be cuirſcy 
and ſapde, that dis father was the cauſe of his damnation, 
becauſe he leſt him theſe ill gotten gods, the keeping wher- 
of hath wiought his perdition. Che example is full of terro; 
rep — — ill gotten gods in their handes, az 

are intangled with the iniquttie thereof , who in thert 
— — ͤ—ä— 
at the like perill, noz pet at the extreame point ſende fox 


p2epared to receine and ſullae theſc 
ttons of divine Doctozs , pet at leaſł it were ts bee withed 
they wouldtake the beſt of Atrtviades mtaming befoze ſpe- 
cofted, which was to deniſe how a man um nat be charged 
2 thinges , which other wil he is to accompt 
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Ric. Par. in NyCticoracem lohannis 
Nenne. 


RV Nycticorax viuens vectenſibus agris, 
Per mare, pet terras, nocte die que 2 

Vt donec extremas vrbis pertingit ad oras : 
Fortunãque meas incidit illa manus. 

Hanc ego perſpiciens, alitis cognoſcere mores, 
Quam primum redicas ad mea tecta volo. . 

Viſa loquax nimium eſt : nec garrula vellet habeti. 
Suntque hæc arbitrij vetba telgta mei, 

Miſſa columba Noe ramum ſemel ore reportat 
Nytticorax fructus — duos. 


Henr. Seræ gen. in eandem Sen- 
lia non ſera. 


Vid ſimulas coruũꝰ magis eſt laudata colũ ba. 
2 Corue places ſatis: at grata colũba magis. 


In Zoilam. 


Vr tumes iratus nulli niſi dira nocenti, 
Omen Nycticorax Zoile triſte canit. 


5 | 
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8 Momus h's malignant obietion® | 


Fad 


Nou heape pour ſtuZin bad arap, 

no Methode in your wozke: 
Your building baſe I thinke it are,  * | 
moꝛe cauſe to lie and lurke, * 4 


You fourde vs chatte and ſtraw, 


$i 

i Foz nomie made of oi halt. Perfomance is but port: 
| Sa. L. Ar. Auctori carmen beneuolum. 
4. M Agr tadunt multis, medjocria nulla cadenti, 

11 _ — lettus in vrbe liber. 

N Munia 4 mones, viuens, ſine munere ſcripter, 

a Lui ſatis eft als, I tilis eſſe poteſt. 


Dat Deus omne bonmm „ed v per cornua tanrum, 
Det tibi pro meritis munns am ice Vale, 
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Aunſweres by the Auctor. 


Ith wiſe and graue a beardleſſe 
VV full oft ſome credite beares: * 
Let Fathers not diſdame to heart, 

a ladde with froſtp heares. 


Faire gliſtering ſhewes be ſeldome gotde, 
your buildings bee too fine: 
Incuve diſperſed Adbay roomes, 
a man might ſuppe and dine, 


Although there were but lefte inough, 
to bake pour ſcife a cake: 

P2oue when pou will to ttneſh as mach: 
will make pour heart to ake, 


A ſhallow ſhifte ſo ſhaps him friends, 

and ſperdes with ſhallow domes: 
Chat ſhallow hearts to ſhallow mindes, 
muſt peeld the ſhallow roomes, 


Unlight:pas in t ſhew your male: J opened pou the dot. 


Agua cadunt mulis, ſeſſoribus atque caballi, 
"Mag ne peris vento vectus in Orbe labor. 
Dat Deut omuc bonum ſed ceruis cornua tant unn: 
Vulpine caud ie ſorſque fabella mihi eſt, 


Engliſhed. 
on 
Cho ſaying totle on wozids globe. 
ſome times doth pertlh ſtraight. 
— — — I ſhall haue, 
no hoofcs doe want: 


I flappe with Rainard foxe his taite, 
oz cis my lotte is ſcans, 
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